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In Memory of

Private

Deal/3492(S), R.M. Medical Unit, R.N. Div., attd. Hawke Bn. R.N. Div., Royal Marines who died on 18
December 1915 Age 29

Youngest son of the late Joseph and Elizabeth Moffitt.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE ROBERT WILLIAM MOFFITT

Robert Moffitt was born on 1 August 1886 and was the son of Joseph and
Elizabeth Moffitt of Pelton Fell. He had a brother called John who lived at
Harvey Cottages, Newfield. Robert joined the Royal Marines Medical Unit and
was attached to the Hawke Battalion Royal Navy Division which was operating
in the Dardanelles. Robert contracted dysentery and was taken to the Royal
Naval Hospital in Plymouth where, after 7 weeks, he died from the disease on

18 December 1915.
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In Memory of

Private

91921, 9th Bn., Tank Corps who died on 15 January 1919

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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as a putter in the local coal mine. He married Hannah Dinning at Chester le
Street in 1912. They had two children, Robert and Henry. Robert enlisted
initially in the Durham Light Infantry, but later transferred to the 9™ Battalion
of the Royal Tank Corps. Robert died of iliness whilst on leave on 15 January

1919.
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In Memory of

Able Seaman

George Robert Nesbitt

C/SSX 29545, H.M.S. Orion, Royal Navy who died on 29 May 1941 Age 22

Son of George Robert and May Nesbitt, of Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Chatham Naval Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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George Nesbitt was born on 29 May1919 and was the son of George Robert
and May Nesbitt of Chester le Street. George joined the Royal Navy and was
posted to HMS Orion, a Leander class cruiser, which was commissioned in
1934. In May 1941 she was deployed with HM cruisers Ajax, Dido, and Decoy,
and HM destroyers Hereward, Hotspur, Imperial, Jackal and Kimberley to
evacuate troops from Heraklion in Crete.

On 28 May 1941, HMS Orion came under air attack on passage and remained
off shore on arrival to embark troops from destroyers.

On 29 May, she sailed with 1,900 troops and came under dive-bombing air
attacks from daylight until about 100 miles from Alexandria. She then
sustained direct hits on A Turret and on the bridge structure with many
casualties when 100 members of the ship’s company were killed and 260
wounded with 280 troops wounded. The ship was disabled and fires caused
with a loss of all services. After extensive damage control had been undertaken

she returned to Alexandria at 12 knots.
George Nesbitt lost his life in this engagement at the age of 22.
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In Memory of

Yeoman of Signals

George Nicholson

C/JX 140069, H.M.S. Niger, Royal Navy who died on 06 July 1942 Age 24

Son of Reuben and Ada Nicholson, of Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Chatham Naval Memorial

&

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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YEOMAN OF SIGNALS GEORGE NICHOLSON

George Nicholson was born in 1918 and was the son of Reuben and Ada
Nicholson of Pelton. George joined the Royal Navy and was posted to HMS
Niger which was a Halcyon class minesweeper that was launched in 1936. HMS
Niger was ordered on 27 June to escort 35 merchant ships from Murmansk to
the UK, but on 5 July 1942, due to an error of navigation caused by bad
weather, the ship strayed off course into an allied minefield off Iceland.

HMS Niger then mistook an iceberg for Iceland’s North Western Cape and led
six merchant ships into Northern Barrage minefield laid one month earlier at
the entrance to the Denmark Strait. Every ship detonated British mines, and
HMS Niger blew up and sank immediately. There were only eight survivors of
the 127 men aboard HMS Niger. George was one of the casualties who died on
6 July 1942. He is remembered on the Chatham Naval Memorial.
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In Memory of

Private

4456170, 30th Bn., Cheshire Regiment who died on 11 May 1943 Age 22

Son of Frederick and Margaret Oakes, of Pelton.

Remembered with Honour
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE FREDERICK OAKES

Frederick Oakes was born in Pelton in 1921 and was the son of Frederick and
Margaret Oakes. He enlisted in the 30" Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment and

died on 11 May 1943.
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In Memory of |

Gunner

Bn. The Duke of Wellington's Regt. (West Riding)) Searchlight Regt., Royal
Artillery who died on 25 June 1942 Age 29
Son of John and Ada Owers, of West Pelton.

1076293, 372 Bty., 43 (5th

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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GUNNER TOM JOBSON OWERS

Tom was born on 20 March 1913 and was the son of John and Ada Owers. He
had a brother named John. Tom enlisted in the 372 Battery of the 5™ Battalion
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment (West Riding) Searchlight Regiment of the

Royal Artillery. He died on 25 June 1942 aged 29.
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In Memory of

Serjeant

101965, 1 bty., 1 Maritime Lt. A.AA. Regt., Royal Artillery who died on 19 November 1942 Age 36

Son of Matthew and Elizabeth Ranson, of Pelton; husband of Annie Ranson, of Newfield, Pelton Fell.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SERJEANT JOSEPH RANSON

Joseph Ranson was born in Chester le Street in 1906 and was the son of
Matthew and Elizabeth Ranson of Pelton. He was married to Annie Ranson and
they lived in Newfield. Joseph enlisted in No. 1 Battery of 1 Maritime Light
Anti- Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery and he died at sea on 19 November

1942 at the age of 36.
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In Memory of

Private

4447774, 2nd Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 13 January 1946 Age 34

Son of William and Rebecca Reed; husband of Margaret Reed, of Denton Burn. Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRI ILLIAM REED
William Reed was born in Sunderland in 1912, and was the son of William and
Rebecca Reed and husband of Margaret Reed of Denton Burn, Newcastle Upon
Tyne. William enlisted in the 2" Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry and
served in Burma in 1945, and then served in India and Singapore. He died in

Singapore on 13 January 1946.
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In Memory of

Private

15216, Depot, Northumberiand Fusiliers who died on 30 July 1918 Age 31

Husband of S. Eva Riddle, of 6, High Flatts, Chester-le-Street.

Remembered with Honour
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE GEORGE WILLIAM RIDDLE

George was born in 1887 in Lanchester, and was the son of George and
Margaret Riddle. George lived in Bishop Auckland with his family and had a
brother named Christopher. He is recorded as living in Pelton in 1901. George
was married in 1910 to Sarah Eva and they lived at 6 High Flatts, Chester le
Street. George enlisted in the Northumberland Fusiliers, was injured in
Flanders, and died in the Military Hospital Endell Street, London, on 30 July
1918 aged 31.( Endell Street hospital in Covent Garden was unique as it was

entirely run by women suffragettes).
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In Memory of

Private

Thomas Samms

4456088, 8th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 04 July 1944 Age 28

Son of Thomas Edward and Mary Jane Samms, of Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Tilly-Sur-Seulles War Cemetery
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Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE THOMAS SAMMS

Thomas Samms was born in 1916 and was the son of Thomas Edward and
Mary Jane Samms who lived at Red Row, Old Pelton. Thomas joined the 8
Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry and died in France on 4 July 1944 aged
28. He is buried in the Tilly-sur-Seulles War Cemetery in Calvados region of

France.
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In Memory of

Sapper

56397, 84th Tunnelling Coy. (Newark), Royal Engineers who died on 28 August 1916 Age 43

Son of the late Andrew and Anne Sanderson, of Hebburn, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SAPPER WILLIAM SANDERSON

William Sanderson was born in Heworth, County Durham in 1873 and was the
son of Andrew and Anne Sanderson of 35 Glen Street Hebburn. William had a
brother, George, and two sisters, Hannah and Susannah. William married
Rebecca and they had a daughter Rose Warwick. They also looked after his
niece Ida Rose Warwick and nephew Ernest Warwick. William enlisted at
Jarrow in the 84t Tunnelling Company (Newark) Royal Engineers and went to
France on 30 October 1915 where he was injured. He died in Liverpool Royal
Infirmary of his wounds on 28 August 1916 aged 43. William’s sister Susannah
lived in Pelton Fell at 6 Station Houses, which is probably the reason William

was buried in Pelton Cemetery.
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In Memory of

Gunner

J Sands

232106, "A" Bty. 46th Bde., Royal Field Artillery who died on 31 May 1918 Age 22

Son of Robert and Jessie Sands, of 4, Holyoak St., Pelton Lane Ends.

Remembered with Honour
Pelton Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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GUNNER JOHN SANDS

John Sands was born in Perkinsville in 1895 and was the son of Robert and
Jessie Sands of 4 Holyoak Street, Pelton Lane Ends. John had a brother, Robert,
who died an infant, and 3 sisters, Isabella, Mary and Margaret. John was
employed as a driver in the local coal mine. He enlisted in ‘A’ Battery, 46™"
Brigade of The Royal Field Artillery and embarked for France on 27 December
1917. Gunner Sands served his country valiantly by sticking to his post until
every man in his battery was killed except himself. He was wounded, gassed,
and suffered from trench fever, and was sent to hospital in France and later
transferred to England. He served in France until 31 March 1918, but was
discharged as medically unfit on 2 May 1918 suffering from tuberculosis. He
died at home on 31 May 1918 age 23. He was buried with full military honours

in Pelton Cemetery.
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In Memory of

Trooper

556440, Northumberland Hussars who died on 04 October 1939 Age 19

Son of William Scarth, and of Margaret Scarth, of Perkinsville.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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TROOPER ROBERT HILL SCARTH

Robert Scarth was born in June 1920 in Chester le Street and was the son of
William and Margaret Scarth of Mole Terrace, perkinsville. He had two
brothers, Albert and Charles, and a sister, Lily. Robert enlisted in the
Northumberland Hussars and died in Scarborough Infirmary after falling from a

horse on 4 October 1939 aged 19.
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In Memory of

Sergeant

Joseph Leslie Shaw

1138056, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 28 November 1942 Age 21

Son of Robert Richard and Catherine Shaw, of Pelton, Co. Durham, England.

Remembered with Honour
Ottawa Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SERGEANT JOSEPH LESLIE SHAW

Joseph Leslie Shaw was born on 18 September 1921, baptised on 12 October
1921, and was the son of Robert Richard and Catherine Shaw of Pelton. He
joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve and died on 28 November 1942
aged 21. He is remembered on the Ottawa Memorial in Canada.
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:' In Memory of

Private

8/3508, 1st/8th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 09 January 1916 Age 20

Son of James and Mary Ann Strachan, of The Cottage, Allansford, Consett. Born at Pelton Fell.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE ROBERT STRACHAN

Robert Strachan was born in Pelton in 1895 and was the son of James and
Mary Ann Strachan of The Cottage, Allansford, Consett. Robert had 2 brothers,
Thomas Naylor and Henry James and 3 sisters, Sarah Ann, Catherine, and
Elizabeth Jane. In 1916, aged 16, he was an underground driver at the local
mine. He enlisted in the 15/8t Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry at
Chester le Street with his brother Henry, and served in Belgium fighting in
Dieckebusch and Sanctuary Wood near Ypres. The trenches he served in were
heavily strafed by the Germans and he died at home of his wounds on 9
January 1916. Robert is buried in the same grave as William Strachan who died
in 1902 aged 15. His mother died at the family home 20 Lonsdale Street,
Newfield on 29 July 1917 and is buried in Pelton cemetery. His father later
moved to Allansford, near Castleside. His brother Henry James died in

Germany in 1918.
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In Memory of

Leading Stoker

George William Maitland

D/KX 89674, H.M.S. Redmill, Royal Navy who died on 27 April 1945 Age 32

Son of George and Isabell Maitland, of Seaham, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Plymouth Naval Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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In Memory of

Driver

J T Tarn

21755, 51st Reserve Bty., Royal Field Artillery who died on 13 August 1917

Remembered with Honour
Pelton Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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DRIVER JOHN THOMAS TARN

John Tarn was born at Crook in 1882, and was the son of Thomas and Mary

Ann Tarn of Michael’s Villas, Pelton. John had 3 sisters, Mary Jane, Elizabeth,
and Sarah, and 4 brothers, Alexander, Christopher, William, and Robert. He
married Susannah on 18 August 1906, and they had 5 children, one of which
died an infant. Their names were Edith, John (died an infant), Lawrence, John,
and Norman. John was employed as a coal miner. He enlisted in the 51
Reserve Battery of the Royal Artillery as a driver, and was sent to France on 21
May 1915, but was discharged from the army on 21 August 1915 as not

physically fit. He died on 13 August 1917.
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In Memory of

Sergeant Air Gunner

1076060, 9 Sqdn., Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 07 August 1943

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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In Memory of

Private

EMT/57656, Clearing Office (Woolwich), Royal Army Service Corps who died on 29 May 1920 Age 18

Son of James and Sarah Towers, of 5, Gretta St., Pelton Lane Ends,.

Remembered with Honour
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE SIDNEY TOWERS

Sidney Towers was born in 1901, and was the son of James and Sarah Towers
who lived at 5 Gretta Street, Pelton Lane Ends. Sidney enlisted in the Royal
Army Service Corps and died at the Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley, near
Southampton, on 29 May 1920 at the age of 18. The inscription on his grave is

“Nearer my God to thee, Nearer to thee”
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In Memory of

Stoker 2nd Class

K/50691, H.M.S. "Victory.", Royal Navy who died on 24 June 1918

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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STOKER 2"° CLASS FREDERICK THOMPSON

Frederick Thompson was born on 29 January 1898 and was the son of Thomas
and Elizabeth Ann Thompson of 31 High Row, Pelton Fell (later at 5 Old High
Rows, Newfield). Frederick had a brother, Thomas, and four sisters, Violet,
Maud, Annie Marie, and Olive Jane. He was employed as a coal miner at Pelton
Fell colliery. He joined the Royal Navy as a stoker Second Class on 27 March
1918, and died of pneumonia in Haslar Hospital, Gosport, on 24 June 1918. He
was buried with full military honours in Pelton Cemetery, and is honoured on
the Holy Trinity Church plaque. He was awarded the Victory Medal and the

British War Medal for service during WW1.




image45.jpeg
In Memory of

Sapper

James Turnbull

1873561, 22 Fortress Coy., Royal Engineers who died between 01 October 1942 and 02 October 1942 Age
25

Son of William Robson Turnbull and Jane Turnbull.

Remembered with Honour
Sai Wan Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SAPPER JAMES TURNBULL

James Turnbull was born in 1917 in Chester le Street, and was the son of
William Robson and Jane Turnbull. He had a sister named Olive. James enlisted

in the 22 Fortress Company, Royal Engineers and served in the Far East. He was
captured by the Japanese, and put on board the ship Lisbon Maru for
transportation from Hong Kong to Japan. The Lisbon Maru was a Japanese

cargo liner built in Yokohama in 1920 for a Japanese Shipping Line. In World

War 2 she became an armed troopship. On her final voyage she carried 700
Japanese Army troops and 1816 British and Canadian POWSs captured after the
fall of Hong Kong. She had no markings and was torpedoed by the USS Grouper
in the South China Sea on 1 October 1942. The Japanese troops were
evacuated, but, on leaving, they battened down the hatches on the POWs.
Some broke through the hatches, but were shot by Japanese troops either on
the ship or in the water. 800 lives were lost. James lost his life either on 1 or 2
October 1942 at the age of 26. He is remembered on the San Wan Memorial in

Hong Kong.
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LEADING STOKER GEORGE WILLIAM MAITLAND

George Maitland was born in 1913 and was the son of George and Isabella
Maitland. George was married to Elsie Maitland of Beamish. George joined the
Royal Navy and was posted to HMS Redmill, an escort frigate. Originally built as
an escort frigate for the US Navy, Redmill joined the Royal Navy in November
1943, On 27 April 1945, the German submarine U-1105 detected three British
frigates in the North Atlantic 25 nautical miles west of County Mayo, Ireland,
and fired two torpedoes at them. Fifty seconds later, the first torpedo

struck HMS Redmill, followed a few seconds later by the second, together

blowing 60 feet off her stern.

tish frigate HMS Rupert, Redmill managed to remain afloat
Northern Ireland. The submarine submerged and
endered on 4 May

Assisted by the Bri
and was towed to Lisahally,
escaped an extensive search by ships and aircraft, but surr

1945

George was killed in the submarine attack, and is remembered on the

Plymouth Naval Memorial. He was aged 25.
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In Memory of

Private

J P R Wilkinson

8/2420, 8th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 15 March 1916 Age 18

Son of George and Jane Wilkinson, of 46, Hylton Terrace, Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Railway Dugouts Burial Ground (Transport Farm)
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE JOHN PENMAN R WILKINSON

John Wilkinson was born in January 1898 and was the son of George and Jane

Wilkinson of 46 Hylton Terrace, Pelton. He had two sisters, Anne and
Catherine. John enlisted in the 8" Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry and
was sent to Flanders where he died on 15 March 1916 aged 18. He is buried in

the Railway Dugouts Burial Ground at Zillebeek, Flanders, Belgium.
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In Memory of

Lance Corporal

20/360, Depot, Northumberland Fusiliers who died on 26 April 1917 Age 23

Son of Thomas and Ann Marshall, of 5, Institute Terrace East, Ouston, Birtley, Co. Durham

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM MARSHALL

William Marshall was born in 1894 in Ouston and his parents were Thomas and
Ann Marshall of 5 Institute Terrace East in Ouston. William enlisted in
Newcastle upon Tyne into the 20" Battalion (Tyneside Scottish)
Northumberland Fusiliers. He died of his wounds in Flanders on 26 April 1917.
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In Memory of

Sapper

5631177, 225 Field Coy., Royal Engineers who died on 24 April 1943 Age 28

Son of William and Mary Ann Mason; husband of Mildred Louvaine Mason, of Lewisham, London.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SAPPER GEORGE MASON

George Mason was born in 1915 and was the son of William and Mary Ann
Mason and husband of Mildred Louvaine Mason of Lewisham London.

George enlisted as a sapper in the 225 Field Company of the Royal Engineers
and died in Tunisia on 24 April 1943 at the age of 28. He is buried in the

Medjez- El - Bab Cemetery in Tunisia.




