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PRIVATE JOSEPH BIRD

Joseph Bird was born in Burnhope, Co Durham in 1883, and was the son of
Thomas and Mary Ann Bird. He had four sisters, Lily, Alice, Elizabeth, and Mary
Ann, and two brothers, Thomas and William. He was married to Annie Bird and
they had two children, Alec and Mary Ann, and they lived at 15 Gardiner
Crescent, Pelton Fell. Before joining the army, Joseph was employed as a coal
miner. Joseph enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps 37" Ambulance Train,
in Newcastle upon Tyne. He was injured in air raids on Red Cross hospitals in
France and died of his wounds in the 374 Southern General Hospital in Oxford

on 5 June 1918.
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In Memory of

Private

102256, 4th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 24 July 1918 Age 30

Son of John and Jane Bonney, of 200, Ouston Square, Birtley, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE RICHARD R BONNEY

Richard Bonney was born in Birtley on 1** December 1887 and was the son of
John and Jane Bonney who lived at 200 Ouston Square in Birtley. Richard had
two brothers, William and Thomas, who both died in the First World War. He
also had a sister named Margaret. He was employed in the Birtley lron
Company as a miner before joining the Army. Richard enlisted as a private in
the 4t Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry, and served in the 4™ Extra
Reserve Battalion in Seaham Harbour as part of the Tyne Garrison. Richard was
found hanged at Shiphouse Clump near Fatfield on 24 August 1918. He was

last seen alive on 24 July 1918 when he was at home on leave.
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In Memory of

Serjeant

T Bonney

18688, 11th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 31 March 1918 Age 22

Son of John and Jennie Bonney, of 200, Ouston Square, Pelton; husband of Elizabeth Bonney, of Institute
Terrace, Ouston, Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Moreuil Communal Cemetery Allied Extension

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




image11.jpeg
SERJEANT THOMAS BONNEY

Thomas was born in April 1895 in Birtley and was the son of John, who was a
miner, and Jane (also known as Jennie) Bonney who lived at 200 Ouston

Square, Pelton. He had 2 older brothers, Richard Bonney and William Bonney
who both served and died in WW1, and 2 younger brothers James and Ralph
and a sister Margaret. From his service records, he has an older sister Annie

Henderson. Thomas was employed in the mines as a colliery driver
underground. He enlisted in “D” Company of the 11* Battalion of the Durham

Light Infantry, and then joined 20 Division at Amesbury in Wiltshire in July
they marched to Southampton and embarked for Le Havre

1915. From there,
on 21 July 1915. He was promoted to Corporal in November 1915 and to

Serjeant in October 1916. Thomas suffered from influenza in March 1916, and

was treated in 60 Field Ambulance, and was again ill in March 1917 when he

was treated by 62 Field Ambulance. Thomas married Elizabeth (Lizzie) Greener

in 1917 and his brother William was his best man. On Easter Day, 31 March

1918, the DLI positions came under heavy fire on a hill south east of Thennes,
and Thomas Bonney died that day aged 22. This was the last counter attack
mounted by 11 Bn DLI to help maintain the line at Thennes in the wake of a
German assault. The following day, the remnants of the battalion were pulled
out of the line. He is buried in Moreuil Communal Cemetery Allied Extension in
France. The last dated item in his service files is a letter to his wife Elizabeth
explaining that his grave had been exhumed and the remains buried at Moreuil

as part of the process of concentrating cemeteries.

His widow, Lizzie, remarried and moved abroad. Her new family always
accepted that Thomas had been her first love, and joined in the

commemoration of his death.
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In Memory of

Lance Corporal

William Bonney

24145, 11th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 20 September 1917 Age 25

Son of John and Jane Bonney, of Ouston, Pelton; husband of Margaret Jane Bonney, of 298, North St.,
Ouston, Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Cement House Cemetery
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM BONNEY
William Bonney was born in Birtley in 1892 at East Terrace, Birtley and was the

son of John, who was a miner, and Jane (also known as Jennie) Bonney of
Ouston, Pelton. William had two brothers, Thomas and Richard who also died

in the First World War. In 1901, the family moved to 10 Nicholson Terrace in
Beamish, and in the 1911 census they are recorded as living at 200 Ouston
Square. William also had another two brothers, Ralph and James, and a sister
Margaret. On 27 February 1915, William married Margaret Jane Gill, and they
lived at 298 North Street in Ouston.

William worked in the mines as a drawer, putter and wagoner pushing tubs of
coal from the coal face to the pit eye.

William enlisted in the 11t Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry in June 1915
in Larkhill, Wiltshire, before being sent to fight in Flanders. After the capture of
Langmark, the battalion was involved in working on tramlines, cables and
dumps. At the time of his death, 11 DLI were based on the Yser canal bank at
Ypres helping to consolidate the gains of the 20™ Division in the capture of
Langmark and extending their hold on the area around through the capture of
Eagle Trench. They were involved both directly in the fighting and in trench
consolidation work. Several were killed and wounded and Captain Sear, their
platoon commander, was awarded the MC for this action. During this 3 days of
bitter struggle with the enemy, William was injured, and he died on 20
September 1917 and is buried in Cement House Cemetery in Belgium.
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In Memory of

Private

G A Bradford

17123, 8th Bn., East Yorkshire Regiment who died on 21 August 1916

Remembered with Honour
Pelton Cemetery
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE GEORGE ALDER BRADFORD

George Bradford was born in 1891 in Pelton Fell and was the son of George,
who was a miner, and Emma Bradford. George was baptised on 30 September
1891. In 1901 the family lived at 7 Mission Row, Newfield, Pelton Fell. George
was married in 1911 to Ann Salkeld, and they had a son called Sydney (1914 -
1970) and they lived at 3 North Row, Newfield. Before joining the army, he was
a coal miner putter. He enlisted in the Grenadiers 8" Battalion of the East
Yorkshire Regiment, and embarked for France on 9 September 1915. George
was wounded at the Somme, and died of his wounds at First Scottish General

Hospital in Aberdeen on 21 August 1916.
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In Memory of

Serjeant

Alfred Brannigan

4450593, 2nd Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 23 April 1944 Age 28

Son of Samuel and Minnie Maria Brannigan; husband of Elsie Brannigan, of East Stanley, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Rangoon Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SERJEANT ALFRED BRANNIGAN

Alfred Brannigan was born in December 1916 and was the son of Samuel and
Minnie Maria Brannigan of East Stanley. He had a brother named Matthew.
Alfred married Elsie Baines on 23 August 1937 at Holy Trinity Church in Pelton.
Alfred enlisted in the 2" Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry. He died in
Burma on 23 April 1944 aged 28 and is buried in the cemetery at Rangoon.
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In Memory of

Private

G W Brown

gton's (West Riding Regiment) who died on 28 September 1918 Age 22

35621, 5th Bn., Duke of Wellin

Son of William and Hannah Brown, of 27, Hylton Terrace, Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Lowrie Cemetery, Havrincourt

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission





image19.jpeg
PRIVATE GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN
George William Brown was born in 1897 and was the son of William and
Hannah Brown who lived at 27 Hylton Terrace in Pelton. George had a brother
called John Stockdale and a sister Eva. Before joining the Army, George was a

token boy working above ground in a colliery.
George was attested on 10 December 1916 and posted to the Army Reserve in
the 5th Battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment which was part
of the 146 Brigade, 49" Division. George was mobilised on 3 May 1916 and
posted to the Western Front. He was wounded in action with a shrapnel injury
to the chest, and was evacuated to the 5" ambulance station, but died of his
wounds on 28 September 1918. He is buried in Lowrie Cemetery, Havrincourt

in France.
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In Memory of
Serjeant

Steven Campbell

Platoon Serjeant A Company 3 Rifles who died on 22 March 2010

Remembered with Honour
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SERJEANT STEVEN CAMPBELL

Serjeant Steven Campbell was born in Durham on 9 May 1979. He joined the
Army on 28 April 1998 at the age of eighteen, completing Phase 1 training in
December that year before joining the 2" Battalion The Light Infantry. Steven

d the required courses to be promoted through the ranks to Corporal

complete
dation College in 2003.

before being posted as an instructor to the Army Foun
In 2005, he returned to the battalion.
He passed the Platoon Serjeant’s Battle Course, and was promoted to the rank

of Serjeant in October 2005. He worked as a Platoon Serjeant in B Company, 3

Rifles, after formation, before again being sent to instruct recruits at the
Infantry Training Centre in Catterick in 2008.

Serjeant Campbell returned to 3 Rifles during the battalion’s deployment to
Afghanistan. He was originally sent to B Company

Sangin in Helmand Province,
Company Headquarters, but on 10 March he was sent to A
Company to take on the role of Platoon Serjeant. He was killed at the age of 30
on 22 March 2010 when an improvised explosive device detonated while he
was patrolling with his platoon around 3km South of Sangin district centre. He
was married to Lisa and had a son called Brandon.

Steven was cremated at Birtley Crematorium. Lieutenant Colonel Nick Kitson,
Commanding Officer of the 3 Rifles, paid tribute to him by stating “Serjeant
Steve Campbell was one of the Army'’s rarest treasures. So positive and
energetic, it was truly an honour and a pleasure to know him and to have him

with this Battle Group”

to assist the
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In Memory of

Gunner

58288, Royal Garrison Artillery who died on 04 February 1920 Age 26

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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GUNNER JOSEPH CARLTON

Joseph Carlton was born in 1893 in Easington Lane, Co Durham and was the

son of Robert and Margaret Carlton and brother of Elizabeth, Robert, and
George William of 12 Pine Street, Grange Villa. He was employed as a coal
miner until he enlisted in August 1915 with the Royal Garrison Artillery. Joseph
was posted to France and was wounded in September 1916. He married
Margaret Oakley in 1918 and their son Robert was born on 22 March 1919. He
was discharged from the Army on 20 August 1917 because of gunshot wounds
to his abdomen. Joseph died on 4 February 1920 at the age of 26. His brother

George William also died in WW1.
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In Memory of

Private

Frederick Carradus

14587282, 1/4th Bn., King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry who died on 15 June 1944 Age 19

Son of Frederick and Bertha Carradus, of Perkinsville, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Bayeux War Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE FREDERICK CARRADUS

Frederick Carradus was born in Alnwick, Northumberland in 1925 and was the
son of Frederick and Bertha Carradus who lived in Perkinsville. He had a sister
called Bertha. Frederick (also known as Eric) enlisted in the 14" Battalion, Kings
Own Light Infantry. Frederick took part in the D Day landings and was killed in
the battle for Caen on 15 June 1944. He is buried in the Bayeux War Cemetery.
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In Memory of

Private

100763, 3rd Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 30 June 1918

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission ,4‘
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PRIVATE FREDERICK CLASPER

Fred Clasper was born in September 1896 in Pelton Fell, and was the son of
Mary and George Clasper who lived at 3 Dove Cote, Pelton Fell. Frederick had
two sisters, Isabella and Elizabeth (who died at the age of 28), and two
brothers John and Thomas. He was employed in the mines as a pitman pony
driver. Fred enlisted at Pelton Fell in 1918 as a private in the 3" Battalion of
the Durham Light Infantry and initially located in the South Shields Tyneside
Garrison. He served with the regiment in Flanders, and died in

Northumberland War Hospital in Gosforth of lobar pneumonia on 30 June
ks service. Both of his brothers, John and Thomas, also

1918 after only 5 wee
died in the Great War in 1917. Frederick was buried with full military honours

at Pelton cemetery
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In Memory of

Gunner

Richard Cockburn

847145, 8 Coast Regt., Royal Artillery who died between 01 October 1942 and 02 October 1942 Age 26

Son of Joseph and Stella Cockburn, of Ouston, Co. Durham, England.

Remembered with Honour
Sai Wan Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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GUNNER RICHARD COCKBURN

Richard Cockburn was born on 28 December 1917 and was the son of Joseph
and Stella Cockburn of Ouston. Richard enlisted in the 8™ Coast Regiment,
Royal Artillery and served in the Far East where he became a Japanese POW.
He died on 1 October 1942 aged 26 and is mentioned on the Sai Wan Memorial

in Hong Kong.
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In Memory of

Private

N

16150, 12th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 12 August 1916 Age 28

Son of Mary Ann Dixon, of Pelton Fell, and the late Thomas Dixon.
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Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission <
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PRIVATE WILLIAM DIXON
William Dixon was born in Pelton in 1888, was the son of Thomas and Mary

Ann Dixon, and lived at 3 Alma Cottages in Pelton Fell. Before the war, he was
employed down the coal mines as a putter, and enlisted in the 12" Battalion of
the Durham Light Infantry. He served in France and sustained continuous fire
and bombardment from the enemy. He was wounded in action on the Somme
in July 1916 and died of his wounds at the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich.
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In Memory of

Stoker 2nd Class

John William Evans

P/KX 108450, H.M.S. Greyhound, Royal Navy who died on 22 May 1941 Age 29

Son of George W. and Mary J. Evans, of Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Portsmouth Naval Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission





image33.jpeg
STOKER 2M° CLASS JOHN WILLIAM EVANS

John Evans was born in 1912 and was the son of George W and Mary J Evans of
Pelton. John joined the Royal Navy and was posted to HMS Greyhound which
was a G-class destroyer built in the 1930s. Greyhound participated in

the Norwegian Campaign in April 1940, the Dunkirk evacuation in May and

the Battle of Dakar in September before being transferred to

the Mediterranean Fleet in November. The ship generally escorted the larger
ships as they protected convoys against attacks from the Italian Fleet. She sank
two Italian submarines while escorting convoys herself in early

1941. Greyhound was sunk by German Junkers Ju 87 Stuka dive

bombers north-west of Crete on 22 May 1941 as she escorted the battleships
of the Mediterranean Fleet attempting to intercept the German sea-

borne invasion forces destined for Crete. She sank on 22 May 1941within

minutes and John Evans was one of the casualties.
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In Memory of
Private

James Fish

21021, 2nd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers who died on 25 May 1915

Remembered with Honour
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE JAMES FISH
James Fish was born in Ouston in 18
the son of John and Margaret Fish. He had two sisters,

four brothers, Robert, John, Frederick, and Alexander. Jame
Charlton on the 20t August 1910 at pelton Holy Trinity Church, and they had a

son called James. James worked as a miner and lived at 28 Hylton Terrace in
Pelton, and later at Kings Buildings, Front Street, Pelton, and then at 84 C

Street East, Perkinsville.

2nd Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers and arrived in

e died a short time later on 25 May 1915, and is

|. Ypres was the first place the

87, baptised on 4 January 1887, and was
Jane and Margaret, and
s married Elizabeth

James enlisted in the

France on 3 May 1915. H
remembered on the Ypres Menin Gate Memoria

Germans used poisonous gas in battle.
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In Memory of

Gunner

John Forster

1642973, 2 Army Observation Bty., Royal Artillery who died on 31 January 1941

Son of George T. Forster and Hannah Forster, of Chester-le-Street.

Remembered with Honour
Pelton Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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GUNNER JOHN FORSTER

John Forster was born in Pelton 18" February 1910, baptised on 9 March 1910,
and was the son of George and Hannah Forster of Chester le Street who later
lived at Ouston, and later at 7 Peels Houses, Chester le Street. John married
Norah Josephine Smith in 1934 and their son, George Clarkson, was born on
30 January 1935. In 1939, the family were living at 15 Tuart Street, Chester le
Street, and John was a fish fryer. He enlisted in 2 Army Observation Battery of
the Royal Artillery. John and Norah were found dead at their home on 31
January 1941 as a result of gas poisoning. John had been on leave and was
shortly to return to duty. When an entry was forced to the house, the police
found the parents dead in bed with a gas tube nearby. Their son who was lying
on the bed was revived by artificial respiration, but sadly died in Newcastle

Infirmary.
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In Memory of

Private

Robert Gordon

4456129, 8th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 02 November 1942 Age 22

Son of David and Sarah Hylda Gordon, of Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
El Alamein War Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE ROBERT GORDON
Robert Gordon was born in June 1920 and was the son of David and Hilda
Gordon of Chester le Street and brother of Mary Ann. He enlisted in the 8"

Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry and was killed at El Alamein on 2
November 1942. He is buried in El Alamein cemetery in Egypt. The inscription

on his grave says “We have sweetest memories of a son and brother we loved

so dear”
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In Memory of

Private

Norman Goundry

5952482, 2nd Bn., Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment who died on 22 April 1943 Age 24

Son of Henry and Eliza Jane Goundry.

Remembered with Honour
Medjez-El-Bab War Cemetery
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Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE R N NDRY

Norman Goundry was born on 24 December 1918 and was the son of Henry
and Eliza Jane Goundry of Perkinsville. Norman had 5 sisters, Emma, Nellie,
Ellen, Lydia, and Emilia Jane, and S brothers, Frederick, Moronie, William,
George and Thomas. Norman enlisted in the 2" Battalion of the Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire Regiment and was killed in Tunisia on 22 April 1943 at the
age of 24. He is buried in the Medjez-El-Bab Cemetery in Tunisia.




image42.jpeg
In Memory of

Corporal

Arthur Sylvester Gray

14408913, 7th Bn., The Parachute Regiment, A.A.C. who died on 07 April 1945 Age 20

Son of Florence Gray, of Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Groesbeek Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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CORPORAL ARTHUR SYLVESTER GRAY

Arthur Gray was born in Pelton on 25 September 1924, baptised on 29 October
1924, and was the son of Thomas Hopper Gray and Florence Gray who lived at
30 Constance Street, Pelton. He had a brother, Thomas Lawrence who died in

2012, and a sister Sheila Alison.
Arthur volunteered with his friend George Dodd, for Airborne Forces while
serving as a private with the DLI during WW?2 and qualified as a military
parachutist on course 85 which ran at RAF Ringway (now Manchester Airport)
in October 1943. Dodd also qualified on the same course. After qualifying, both
men were posted to B Company, 7 (Light Infantry) Battalion, and fought in
the campaign to liberate North West Europe from German occupation
including the final mass allied parachute and glider assault of WW?2, Operation

Varsity. On 24 March 1945, Arthur was serving as a corporal in 5 platoon.
During the subsequent advance, the battalion reached Petershagen in between
Osnabruck and Hanover by 7 April. They continued to proceed east by motor
transport and encountered enemy forces defending Wunston airfield. In the
ensuing battle , the 7% Battalion lost 6 killed and 21 wounded most from the

initial ambush of the four leading trucks of B Coy. The airfield was captured

with 19 ME109, 4 FW109, 2 Junkers 88, 2 Junkers 52 and much other valuable
equipment. The Battalion then proceeded to its main task of securing the river
crossing at Neustadt, and entered the town without opposition where the HQ
was established. Major Reid, the officer commanding B Coy, established from
civilians that the bridge was prepared for demolition. The Major ordered his
men to charge the bridge, and the two advance platoons under Lieutenant

Gush (5 Platoon) and the Sergeant Major (4 Platoon). Led by the company
Captain Woodman , they had crossed both bridges when the first arch of the
main bridge was blown behind them at approximately 0015 hrs on 8 April.
Heavy and severe casualties were suffered by troops on both sides of the
explosion, but the small party that got across completely routed the garrison
and held their small bridgehead all night. Men from ‘A’ company traversed the
river in boats to relieve the men who had made it across the bridge. In the
attack, 27 were killed, 33 wounded and 6 were missing assumed killed. Arthur
and his friend George Dodd died during this action on 7/8 April 1945. Arthur.
was aged 20 years, and is buried in the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in

Holland
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In Memory of

Serjeant
Phillip Gray
4461747, Royal Northumberland Fusiliers who died on 15 April 1945 Age 25

Son of John Smith Gray and Hilda Gray, of Perkinsville, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Becklingen War Cemetery

i

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission e
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SERJEANT PHILLIP GRAY

Phillip was born on 12 March 1920 and was the son of John Smith and Hilda
Gray. He had 3 brothers, John, Joseph, and Norman, and a sister called
Elizabeth, and they all lived in Perkinsville. Phillip enlisted in the Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers, and died in Celle, Germany on 15 April 1945 at the
age of 25. He is buried in Becklingen War Cemetery which is in Soltau,

Heidekreis, Lower Saxony.
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In Memory of ‘4

Private

19242, 15th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 14 May 1916

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission d
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THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission owes its existence to the
determination of one man - Sir Fabian Ware.

Neither a soldier nor a politician, Ware was nevertheless well placed to respond to
the public's reaction to the enormous losses in the war. At 45 he was too old to

fight. but he became the commander of a mobile unit of the British Red Cross.
Saddened by the sheer number of casualties, he felt driven to find a way to ensure
the final resting places of the dead would not be lost forever. His vision chimed
with the times. Under his dynamic leadership, his unit began recording and caring
for all the graves they could find. By 1915, their work was given official
recognition by the War Office and incorporated into the British Army as the Graves

Registration Commission.

Ware was keen that the spirit of Imperial cooperation evident in the war was
reflected in the work of his organisation. Encouraged by the Prince of Wales, he
submitted a memorandum to the Imperial War Conference. In May 1917, the
Imperial War Graves Commission was established by Royal Charter, with the
Prince serving as President and Ware as Vice-Chairman.

The Commission's work began in earnest after the Armistice. Once land for
cemeteries and memorials had been guaranteed, the enormous task of recording
the details of the dead began. By 1918, some 587.000 graves had been identified
and a further 559,000 casualties were registered as having no known grave.

Establishing principles

The Commission set the highest standards for all its work. Three of the most
eminent architects of the day - Sir Edwin Lutyens, Sir Herbert Baker and Sir
Reginald Blomfield - were chosen to begin the work of designing and constructing
the cemeteries and memorials. Rudyard Kipling was tasked. as literary advisor,
with advising on inscriptions.

the Director of the British Museum, to interpret

Ware asked Sir Frederic Kenyon,
esented to the

the differing approaches of the principal architects. The report he pr
Commission in November 1918 emphasised equality as the core ideology,

outlining the principles we abide by today.
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PRIVATE WILLIAM GRAY

William Gray was born in Pelton Fell on 28 December 1882, baptised on 4
February 1883, and was the only son of Francis and Elizabeth Gray. In 1901 he
lived at 10 Club Row Pelton Lane Ends. William was employed as a coal miner,
and was widowed in 1908 when his wife died of tuberculosis. At that time, he
was living in Pelton Fell with his mother and aunt and 4 boarders. He enlisted in
the 15th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry on 21 September 1914 and
embarked for France on 11 September 1915. He fought in the trenches at
Neuville and Fricourt where his battalion was under continuous fire by German
snipers. He was wounded in the chest, and the hospital discovered he was
suffering from tuberculosis which meant he was discharged from the army. He

died on 14 May 1916 aged 34.
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In Memory of

Able Seaman

KX/217, "Howe" Bn. R.N. Div., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve who died on 02 December 1915 Age 18

Son of John and Annie Griffin, of 30, Black Horse Terrace High Hold, Pelton. Born at Beamish, Co.
Durham.

Remembered with Honour

93'
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Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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ABLE SEAMAN JAMES GRIFFIN

James Griffin was born at Beamish on 13 April 1896 and was the son of John
and Annie Griffin of 30 Black Horse Terrace, High Hold, Pelton. He initially
enlisted in the Durham Light Infantry but was transferred to the Howe
Battalion of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and was posted to the Naval
Brigade in Antwerp. He was wounded in action in the Dardenelles, and
transferred to the Naval Hospital at Haslar, Gosport with gun shot wounds to
his skull, encephalitis, and exhaustion. He died on 2 December 1915, and was

accorded a full military funeral at Pelton Cemetery.
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In Memory of

Stoker 1st Class ‘
Robert Hall
P/KX 117523, H.M.S. Eagle, Royal Navy who died on 11 August 1942 Age 22

Son of Edward and Isabell Hall, of Ouston, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Portsmouth Naval Memorial

—

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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STOKER 15" CLASS ROBERT HALL

Robert Hall was born in 1920 and was the son of Edward and Isabell Hall of
Ouston. Robert joined the Royal Navy and served on the aircraft carrier HMS
Eagle, which was commissioned in 1922. In August 1942, HMS Eagle was one of
a squadron of four aircraft carriers operating in the Mediterranean under the
command of Rear Admiral Lyster, and Captained by L D Mackintosh. On August
11, German submarines acting in packs, hit HMS Eagle with several

torpedoes. The aircraft on board were flying at the time, and managed to land
safely on other vessels. The ship did not remain afloat for very long, and of the
930 crew, two officers and 161 ratings, including Robert Hall, were lost. Robert
died on 11 August 1942, and is remembered on the Portsmouth Naval

Memorial.
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In Memory of

Ordinary Seaman

George Harrison

C/JX262272, HM.S. Thracian, Royal Navy who died on 25 December e

Son of John Joseph and Esther Harrison, of Ouston, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Chatham Naval Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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George Harrison was born in 1920 and was the son of John Joseph and Esther
Harrison who lived in Ouston. George joined the Royal Navy, and was posted
to HMS Thracian, a type S Destroyer. HMS Thracian was built on the Tyne at
Hawthorn Leslie shipyard in Hebburn, and commissioned in 1920. HMS
Thracian was commanded by Commander Arthur Pears and was deliberately
run aground and scuttled at Round Island Hong Kong on 16 December 1941.
On 18 December the ship was refloated and ordered to help defend 2

Canadian Army unit, which led to many deaths in the ship’s company. She was
by the Japanese navy and repaired and recommissioned in the

captured
Imperial Japanese Navy. George died on 25 December 1941 aged21andis
remembered on the Chatham Naval Memorial.
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In Memory of

Sergeant Wireless Op./Air Gunner

1057325, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 27 September 1941 Age 19

Son of Ernest and Bertha Elsdon Hogden, of Perkinsville.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SERGEANT WIRELESS OPERATOR/AIR GUNNER JOHN DENIS HOGDEN

John Hogden served as an Air Gunner in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.
Born in 1922, he was the son of Ernest and Bertha Elsdon Hogden of

Perkinsville. John died on 27 September 1941.
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In Memory of

Able Seaman

Robert Smillie Kelly

D/JX 699472, H.M.S. Escapade, Royal Navy who died on 01 April 1945 Age 21

Son of James and Mabel Kelly, of Pelton, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Plymouth Naval Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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The First Cemeteries

In 1921, the Commission built three experimental cemeteries. Forceville in France
was considered the most successful. Garden designer Gertrude Jekyll advised on

the planting and the architects created a walled cemetery with uniform headstones
in a garden setting. Blomfield's Cross of Sacrifice and Lutyens' Stone of
Remembrance were the formal features. After some adjustments, Forceville
became the template for the Commission's building programme. Over the course
of the decade over 2400 cemeteries were constructed in France and Belgium, while
Egypt. Palestine, Macedonia, Mesopotamia (Iraq) and

work progressed in Italy,
f building was extraordinary and the energy

" on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The pace o
brought by the individual architects gave character and often great beauty to the

cemeteries they built.

Today, Tomorrow and Forever

The Commission continues to preserve its cemeteries and memorials and
encourage the act of remembrance. Occasionally military remains are found - a
human reminder of the reason the Commission came into being and why its work
is still so important today. These casualties are buried with honour in one of the
Commission's immaculately maintained war cemeteries. In 2009 the discovery of
250 Australian and British casualties from the Battle of Fromelles required the
construction of an entirely new cemetery, Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military

Cemetery. This was unveiled in 2010.

esponsibility. Each year
aff. Our work is
s set by

Renovation and maintenance forms a major part of our r
around 20,000 headstones are either replaced or repaired by our st
never ending and we are proud to continue to work to the high standard

the Commission in 1917.

d true equality, the

By preserving the memory of the dead with simple dignity an
ber the sacrifice made

Commission hopes to encourage future generations to remem
by so many.
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ABLE SEAMAN ROBERT SMILLIE KELLY

Robert Kelly was born on 19 July 1924, baptised in August 1924, and was the
son of James and Mabel Kelly of 13 The Avenue Pelton. He was employed as a
colliery screener before joining the Royal Navy, where he served on HMS
Escapade, an E class destroyer. HMS Escapade was built in Scotts yard in
Greenock and commissioned in 1934, and, initially, operated in the
Mediterranean fleet during 1935-1936. In 1944, the ship was taken out of
commission following an on-board explosion of an anti-submarine mortar
bomb. After repair, she joined the Atlantic fleet on escort duties. In 1945, the
ship was deployed for convoy defence and anti-submarine operations in UK
coastal waters, Robert Kelly was posted missing assumed killed on 1 April 1945

at the age of 21.
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In Memory of

Private

9800, 4th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 08 December 1914 Age 40

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE FREDERICK LEIGHTON

Frederick was born in May 1875 in Besthorpe, Norfolk, and was the son of
Robert and Charlotte Leighton. He was baptised on 2 May 1875, and had four
brothers and four sisters. Robert worked as a coke filler at the colliery coke
ovens in Pelton, and lived at 4 Glen View, Pelton Fell. He enlisted in the Royal
Garrison Artillery and was transferred to the 2" Battalion Mountain Artillery
while serving in India, where he spent 10 years. On leaving the Army he joined
the National Reserve before joining the 4™ Extra Reserve Battalion of the
Durham Light Infantry based at Seaham Harbour. He died of pneumonia at
Armstrong College Hospital Newcastle upon Tyne on 8 December 1914 aged

40.
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by Mernory of
Private

John Humble Liddle

4456135, 8th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 05 June 1942 bge 22

Son of John Efson Liddie and Efizz Florence Liddie, of Pellion, Co. Dt

Remembered with Honour
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Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE JOHN HUMBLE LIDDLE

John Humble Liddle was born in 1920 and was the son of John Ellison Liddle
and Eliza Florence Liddle of Pelton. John enlisted in the 8" Battalion of the
Durham Light Infantry and died in Libya on 5 June 1942 aged 22. He is buried in

the Knightsbridge War Cemetery in Acroma, Libya.
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In Memory of
Leading Aircraftman

John Little

1052086, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve who died on 07 December 1942 Age 22

Son of John and Frances Little, of Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Runnymede Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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LEADING AIRCRAFTMAN JOHN LITTLE
John Little was born in 1920 and was the son of John and Frances Little of

Pelton. John joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve and died on 7
December 1942 aged 22. He is remembered on the Runneymede Memorial.
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In Memory of

Sergeant Air Gunner

John George Lynch

650438, 462 (R.A.A.F.), Royal Air Force who died on 25 February 1945 Age 25

Son of Edward and Harriet Lynch, of Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham.

Remembered with Honour
Venray War Cemetery

-

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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SERGEANT AIR GUNNER JOHN GEORGE LYNCH

John Lynch was born in 1920 and was the son of Edward and Harrie
yal Air Force and was posted to 462

t Lynch of

Chester le Street. John joined the Ro
n . He was a crew member in a Halifax bomber taking off from

Squadro
over Northern France. The

Foulsham and carrying out a diversionary sweep
aircraft was hit by flak, and John died in the following crash on 25 February

1945 aged 25. He is buried in the Venray War Cemetery in Limburg, the

Netherlands.
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In Memory of

Private Signaller

18854, 11th Bn., Durham Light Infantry who died on 23 April 1920 Age 26

Son of Francis Reay Bates and Sarah Bates, of 248, South St., Ouston, Pelton.

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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PRIVATE FRANCIS REAY BATES

Francis Reay Bates was born in Perkinsville in July 1894 and was the son of
Francis Reay Bates and Sarah Bates who lived at 248 South Street Ouston. The
1911 census records him living at 208 Ouston Square, Birtley with the rest of

his family. Francis had 3 brothers, John, Matthew and Benjamin, and 3 sisters,
Eleanor, Mary, and Sarah. Francis was a coal miner, and enlisted in the 11
Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry as a private signaller at Birtley on the

11 September 1914. Whilst serving in the DLI, he was reported twice for
overstaying his leave, which resulted in his pay being deducted and fined loss

of earnings. He arrived in France in 20 July 1915. He was injured in 1916 and
was admitted to the 1°t Australian General Hospital in Rouen with contusion to
the back caused by shrapnel and shell shock. After recovery, he was attached
to the 86" Prince of Wales Company, Labour Corps. He was demobbed at
Netley on 23 January 1919 and lived at 248 South Street Ouston. On his final
discharge, he was assessed to be 40% disabled due to his war service and was
awarded a pension of 11s a week rising to 16s a week in September 1919. He
was employed as a pit time keeper, but died of ill health on 23 April 1920 at
the Royal Victoria Infirmary in Newcastle of ulcerative endocarditis cardiac
failure. The disease causes bacterial infection to circulate the bloodstream, and

was related to his earlier war injury and therefore he was classed as a war

casualty.
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In Memory of

Private

23766, 37th Amb. Train, Royal Army Medical Corps who died on 05 June 1918 Age 34

d of Annie Bird, of 15, Gardiner Crescent, Pelton Fell.

Husban

Remembered with Honour

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission





