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DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL PLAQUE

The Victims

Clarence BEAVERS (25), Johh Cowen BENNETT (34), Wiliam BROWN
(19), Edith CHATER (7), Henri¢tta CHATEH (11), Henrietta CHATER (35),

| John CHATER (4), Mary CHATER (9), Alfred CHATER (42), Audrey CRAIG

(11), Ethel CRAIG (31), John CRAIG (37), G¢orge CUMMINGS (13), Roland
CUMMINGS (9), George CUMMINGS (50),|Emma CURRAN (80), William
CURRAN (23), Henry DALE (69), Mary DICKSON (54), Elizabeth DONKIN
(11m), Elizabeth DONKIN (22)] Anthony EULIOTT (17), Anthony ELLIOTT
(43), Mary FERGUSON (56), Alexandgr FRANKLAND (16), Edwin

HRMATN (0), e RMAIN (4), lvy GE , Robe IN
(59), Elizabeth- GIBSON (60), Ethel GIBSON (32), John GLYNN (5B),
Maygaret GLYNN (29), Edward GOODWILL (7), Joseph GOODWILL (3}1),
Jogeph GRAY (53), Margaret GRAY (50), Mary GRAY (21), Alfred HALL (p),
Jarre : — A (9), Martha , ! 4),
Sydney HALL (7), John HARMAN (4), Mary HARMAN (38), Richard
HARMAN (3), Thomas HARMAN (6), James HENDERSON (60), Phyllis
HENDERSON (61), Lilian HERRETT (4), Pavid HEWSON (24), Alexena
HODGSON (26), Elizabeth HOIDGSON (5), Henry HODGSON (23m), Violet
HODGSON (19), John HOWARP (18), Ernegt HULL (15), Evelyn HULL (17),
Doreen KAY (33), Ernest KAY (]3), George KAY (2), Hylton KAY(8), Sydney
KAY, Amy KIRBY (56), Alexapder LAWSQN (64), Jean LIDDLE (12m),
Margaret LIDDLE (21), Ethe] LIVESLEVY|(55), Margaret LOGIE (73),
Margaret LOGIE (40), Margareff LOUGH (10), William LOUGH (38), William
MATHER (19), James MAVIN [9), Margaret MAVIN (30), Rosalie MAVIN
(12m), Mary McGUIRE (27), Jolin McPhillips|(32), Eliza NESBITT (65), John
NESBITT (76), Edward NICHQLSON (34)] Emily NICHOLSON (34), Ivy
NICHOLSON (9), Mary NICHOWSON (57), Christina OLIVER (45), Elizabeth
PATTERSON (52), Isabella PEARSON (65)| Edith PHILLIPS (14), Richard
POTTS (63), Isabella ROBSON (8), Margaret ROWNTREE (12), James
SANDERSON (20), Hilda SHHARER (22), [Norma SHEARER (2), Robert
SHEARER (2m), Agnes SMITH] (36), Mauregn SMITH (8), Veronica SMITH
(13), Kathleen SUTHERST (39), Maureen WARD (6m), James WELDON
(50), William WOOLFORD (35)

There are 102 Mortuary Records which survjve for the 103 people who died
in the Shelter (2 died later in Hospital from their injuries). The victims are
buried at Prestpn Cemetery)] North Shields.
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Extends his best wishes to

the North Tyneside Veterans and is proud
to be associated with the dedication of
the memorial plaque to those who lost
their lives in the tragic bombing raid on
Saturday 3rd May 1941 and to the
bravery of the emergency and voluntary
services at that time

"HOUSE OF COMMOXNS
LONDON SW1A JAA

10432

My Consort Sandi and I are honoured to
be present at the unveiling of the
Memorial in North Shields today.

The air raid in May 1941 which led to
the deaths of the men, women and
children in the shelter underneath the
Wilkinsons Lemonade Factory was a
tragedy — and commemorating both
them and the heroic acts of the local
services is well overdue. This plaque is a
monument to their bravery.

- Best wishes
. - John Carter
Chair of North Tyneside Council
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In Memory of my Grandparents
JOSEPH HENRY GRAY
 who died aged 53 years
& MARGARET GRAY
who died aged 50 years

and my Aunt MARY GRAY

who died aged 21 years |
as a result of enemy action
at the King Street Shelter, North Shields

4th May 1941

David Hodgson F.C.A., A.C.LB.
Read Milburn & Co., Chartered Accountants

71, Howard Street, North Shields NE30 1AF
| Tel: (0191) 257 0355
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Air Raid Disaster, North Shields

On Saturday 3rd May 1941, the Air Raid Alert sounded over North Shields. Locals
hurried as usual to Wilkinson’s Lemonade Factory at the junction of King Street and
George Street. In the basement of the three-storey structure was a communal air raid
shelter. As the warning sirens wailed that night, people hurried to take refuge there.
Although it was an old Victorian building, it was a popular place to go. Many domestic
shelters were cramped, cold and damp, whereas the factory’s basement rooms were
heavily reinforced, warm and comfortable.

Shortly before midnight, a lone German raider dropped four bombs, one hit the
beach, another burst in Stephenson Street, the third hit a house in George Street and
the fourth bomb made a direct hit on Wilkinson’s Lemonade Factory.

The scale of the tragedy became clear in the hours that followed. 195 people were in
the shelter when the bomb hit Wilkinson’s Lemonade Factory. In the basement, 96
people had been killed, seven would die from their injuries in hospital and many of
the survivors were seriously injured.Two others had been killed in a nearby house at
3, George Street. Many of those killed had been crushed by the weight of the falling
machinery from the factory floors.

For many locals, it had been a disaster waiting to happen. Many refused to use the
shelter precisely because of the risk from the heavy machinery above.

Special Constable Matthew Layzell and Special Constabulary Inspector Stuart were
first on the scene. Minutes later Air Raid Precaution workers arrived and cordoned off
the area. Wardens moved over the debris shining torches into the gaps and shouting
for survivors. ’

For some, it would be the start of the grimmest workirig day. George Newstead and
plarence Burdiss worked for 15 hours trying to rescue survivors. They were later
awarded one of the UK’s highest civilian awards for bravery, the George Medal.
Norman Darling Black, a member of the First Aid Party was awarded the British
Empire Medal for making sustained and strenuous efforts to free injured persons from
the debris. Mrs Ellen Lee, known as Nellie, a local ARP Warden living on Tynemouth
Road, just around the corner from Wilkinson’s, is remembered by many for helping
some 32 survivors from the Shelter despite having burns to her body. She never
received an official award, but the soldiers at Kettlewell School made a presentation
to her because of her bravery. ‘

Shortly after the raid, the Church Way mortuary was opened. As bodies were
recovered, they were taken for identification, a grim procedure that lasted for five
days. The weary and shaken staff dealt with 102 corpses; the final toll from
Wilkinson’s shelter was 103. |

The bravery and dedication of the Emergency and Volunteer Services was
exceptional. For many of the survivors however, the pain of that evening and the
horrific experience for families having to identify their loved ones, has never departed.
This was the worst bombing incident in northeast England during World War II.
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[image: image3.jpg]The Parade Marshal forms up the parade Standards at the Carry, awaiting the
arrival of the Rev Sydney Connolly leading the Civic Party.

Parade Marshal: Standards to the Order parade stands at Ease.

INTRODUCTION

On Saturday 3rd May 1941, Wilkinson’s Lemonade Factory, at the junction of King
Street and George Street receiving a direct hit from a bomb dropped by a lone
German Bomber. Very many people were using the factory as an air-raid shelter, and
as a result of the it, 103 men, women and children lost their lives.

We gather here today, 61 years later, to remember all those who lost their lives, and
to honour the bravery of the emergency and voluntary services, dedicating a plaque

as a mark of respect.

HYMN

1. All people that on earth do well
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with fear, his praise fort tell,
Come ye before him, and rejoice.

2. The Lord, ye know, is God Indeed,
Without our aid he did us make;
We are is folk, he doth us feed,
And for his sheep he doth us take.

PRAYERS

Almighty and eternal God,

from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life;

hear our prayer and thanksgiving

for all whom we remember this dav

who lost their lives in this town

during the course of war.

Fulfil in them the purpose of your love;

and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

ACT OF SILENT REMEMBRANCE

HYMN

1. The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; he leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

2. My soul he doth restore again,
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for his own name sake.

O enter then his gates with praise,
Approach with joy his courts unto;
Praise, laud and bless his name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

For why? The Lord our God is good:
His mercy is for ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.

Yea, though | walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will | feel no ill:

For thou art with me, and thy rod

And staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnished

In presence of my foes;

My head thou dost with oil anoint
And my cup overflows.

5. Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house for evermore
My dwelling place shall be.

The Parade Marshal stands the parade to Attention and Standards to the Carry.

The Padre accompanied by the Civic Party and representatives from the emergency
and voluntary services moves to the entrance of the Beacon Shopping Centre.

DEDICATION OF THE MEMORIAL PLAQUE

Lord God, our eternal Father, we thank you and we praise you that even in the darkest and most
difficult of times you are present with us. You raise up children, women and men, of courage,
honour and faithfulness who inspire and encourage us. As we remember with sorrow those who
lost their lives in the Wilkinson’s Lemonade Factory in 1941, so we remember with gratitude the
bravery of civilians, emergency and voluntary services who unselfishly went to their aid.

We dedicate this plaque to their honour, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
May all who look upon it call to mind not only those whom we remember today, but your never-
failing goodness and mercy. May we pledge ourselves anew to work for peace and justice

throughout your world.

Amen

The Chairman of North Tyneside Council removes the Union Flag from the Memorial

Plaque.

Pipers play the Lament (Standards Tip), after the Lament (Standards to the Carry).
The Padre escorts the Dedication Party back to Northumberland Square.
Parade Marshal: Standards to the Order parade stands at Ease.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who are in heaven,

Hallowed be they name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done.

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

THE BLESSING

God grant to the living, grace;

To the departed, rest;

To the Church, the Queen, the
Commonwealth, and to all mankind,

Peace and concord;

And to us his servants, life everlasting;

And the blessing of God almighty,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Come down upon you and remain with
you: always.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, Amen

For ever and ever.
Amen

The Chairman of North Tyneside Council will say a few words.
Parade Marshal: Parade brought to Attention Standards to the Carry.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM - THE QUEEN

Standards dipped during the National Anthem and to the Carry at the end of the

Queen.

Please remain while the Civic Party Retire.

The North Tyneside Veterans Committee appreciates the kind contribution from organisations
and personalities that made this memorial dedication possible.

Major Bill Campbell - The Royal British Legion

Gordon Hornsby — RASC/RCT Association

Dave Reynolds — RRF Association

Joe Blakey — Fellowship of the Services

Sarah Rennie — Bidding Unit North Tyneside
Council

John Fleet — North Tyneside Challenge

Rev Sydney Connolly — The North Shields Team Ministry

Major Alan Yates — The Salvation Army

Piper Dick Cartwright — Black Watch Association

Piper Sandy Paul — Black Watch Association

Terry Clarke — Royal Artillery Association

Eddie Laidler — North Shields & District Catholic
Club

Band of North Shields Salvation Army

North Tyneside Council

Northumbria Police

Beacon Centre North Shields

Cadet and Youth Organisations

North Shields & District Catholic Club

Sports & Leisure Publications Ltd

The Royal British Legion & Ex-service Associations

All are invited to the North Shields & District Catholic Club, Cecil Street after the dedication
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Do you need
help?

Contact your local
War Pensioners’
Welfare Service on
0191 223 3024

or
Veterans Agency free
helpline 0800 169 2277

www.veteransagency.mod.uk

HADAWAY
HADAWAY

For fnendly dV|ce and aSS|stance for
all your legal requirements
Contact Janet Littlefield

58 Howard Street, North Shields
Tel: 0191 257 0382 Fax: 0191 296 1904

E-Mail: info@hadaway.co.uk
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Town Centres Manager
on 0191 200 5733

3799

Butchers, bakers, candlestick makers,
find them all in North Shields, Wallsend
and Whitley Bay
via the new town centres
website: www.tynetown.co.uk

Traditional high street shopping with
good old fashioned services and choice.

, ' 3| For more information and
‘ : *N:B|\W. | leaflets contact: John Fleet
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Timber Products

Tradltlonal Quality Pme'
@oRCRa ﬁTw ”ﬁ“ aﬂd Outdoor Garde

dlrect from ourj

% PICNIC TABLES

% GARDEN SEATS
% CHAIRS % TABLES
% FLOWER PLANTERS
% BIRD TABLES

4;5 and 64t
lengthe avadlable

SITE FIXING BRACKETS and
INSCRIBED BRASS PLAQUES also available

e ST N T

Specialists in
HARDWOOD BENCH SEATS

foy'$ uicing

216 (Tyne Tees) Transport Squadron
The Royal Logistic Corps Volunteers
New Cliffords Fort, Station Terrace

Tynemouth, North Shields NE30 4RE

174
TERRITORIAL ARMY

PART-TIME - PAID - PLUS YEARLY TAX
FREE TRAINING BOUNTY OF UP TO £1290
(1st yr £330, 2nd yr £725, 3rd yr £1115 5th yr
£1290 subject to fulfilling training commitment)

Trades available: Drivers, Storeman,

Cooks, Clerks, Radio/MHE Operators

and Electrical/Mechanical trades
(subject to qualifications)

Aged between 171/, — 32 years (17 yrs if an ex-army
cadet) (and 35 yrs if completed previous service)
Applicants should hold a car licence (Cat B licence) prior
to enlistment. We will train you to LGV at C+E standard
(old HGV 1) and pay you while you train
Male and female applicants for all the
above jobs are welcome
For more details and a recruitment
package phone 0191 257 4721

A full presentation takes place on the third
Wednesday evening of each month at 7.30pm

Planet Place, Geo Stephenson Industrial Estate, Killingworth. Tel: 200 8383

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
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NTC Touring
Theatre Company
presents

The
Stars Look
Down

From A.J. Cronin’s classic novel ‘The Stars
Look Down’. Alex Ferguson has chosen to
illuminate the enthralling conflict between a
young pitman and a coal owner centered around
the dramatic events of Neptune Pit

White Swan Centre, Killingworth
Wed 4th June, 7.30pm

Savile Exchange, North Shields
Friday 6 June, 7.30pm

Buddle Arts Centre, Wallsend
Saturday 7th June, 7.30pm

TICKETS: £6.50 Full, £5.00 concs
from Whitley Bay Playhouse Wity Bar

Box Office 0191 252 3505 =—=—==

A Registered Charity
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Surprisingly
good shopping...

...on your doorstep

CACON CONLIe

surprisingly good shopping

The Beacon Shopping Centre, Bedford Street, North Shields.
The Beacon Centre is managed by LaSalle Investment Management
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