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David Rixon, Chair of Parish Council
Welcome and introduction

. Mr C Baker-Cresswell
Short summary on the military service of John Pringle and Tony Widdrington
Hymn
O God our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

Time like an ever rolling stream,
Will bear us all away;

We fade and vanish, as a dream
Dies at the opening day:.

O God our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Be thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home.

Act of Remembrance

Minister Bidding prayer
We are gathered in peace and in friendship to give thanks for those from this
village who served our nation in time of war and to dedicate this memorial to
them. We have pledged to keep alive the memory of them and to honour them
by name.

Ralph Cresswell I Reading ~ Commemoration by J. S. Arkwright
O valiant hearts who to your glory came
Through dust of conflict and through battle flame;
Tranquil you lie, your nightly virtue proved,
Your memory hallowed in the land you loved.

Splendid you passed, the great surrender made,
Into the light that never more shall fade;

Deep your contentment in that blest abode
Who wait the last clear trumpet call of God.

Proudly you gathered rank on rank, to war.
You heard the call to serve in lands afar.

All you had hoped for, all you had you gave
To save mankind.

Yourself you scorned to save.
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Let us now sing the praises of famous men, our ancestors in their
generations.
The Lord apportioned to them great glory.
There were those who ruled in their kingdoms, and made a name for
themselves by their valour; those who gave counsel because they were
intelligent; those who spoke in prophetic oracles; those who led people by
their counsels and by their knowledge;
Those who composed musical tunes, or put verses in writing;
Rich men endowed with resources, living peacefully in their homes-
All these were honoured in their generations and were the pride of their
times.
Some of them have left behind a name, so that others declare their praise.
But of others there is no memory; they have perished as though they never
existed;
But these also were godly men, whose righteous deeds have not been
forgotten.
Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives on, generation after
generation.

This 1s the word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God

Revd Canon Colin Gough
Short address

Minister
Let us pray,
As we prepare to unveil this memorial, we give thanks to God for the
courage, obedience and sacrifice of those whom this memorial
commemorates. Let us commit ourselves to follow their example of
faithful service, to strive for peace in our world and a just future for all
humanity:.

All Amen.

Unveiling of the memorial by Deputy Lieutenant Mr McArthur

The Act of Dedication

Revd. Canon Colin Gough
Almighty God we pray that you will bless and hallow this memorial to '
those we now name before you: John Thomas Pringle and Edward
Antony Fitzherbert Widdrington.
May it serve as a permanent reminder for our generation and the
generations to come of their selfless commitment to the service of others.

Laying of wreaths
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They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them

All We will remember them.

Last_ Post
The silence

Act of Commitment

Minister

Let us commit ourselves to responsible living and faithful service. Will you
strive for all that makes for peace? Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?
Will you seek for a just future for all humanity?

All We will

All

We pledge ourselves to serve others in the cause of peace, for the relief of
want and suffering and to care for those in need around us.

Minister

Let us pray

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever
Amen

The National Anthem

The Blessing

Revd. Canon Colin Gough

God grant to the living grace,

To the departed rest,

And to us all wisdom and peace.

And may the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon
us and all those we love now and always.

All Amen

Minister

Our service is ended. Go in peace
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1914 - 1944

Enlisted with 5™ Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, RAC
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Tony Widdrington joined the Sth Inniskilling Dragoon Guards (Royal Armoured
Corps) from Oxford University as Lieutenant in 1935

In 1938 he travelled to Australia, New Zealand and South Africa as a member of the
National Rifle Association, helping the team to success in the Empire Match.
Subsequently he was posted as Squadron Officer to Palestine with the TransJordan
Frontier Force and promoted to Captain in 1939.

In 1943 after being wounded he was posted for a short period to the Queens Bays
before being finally moved to the 2" SAS Regiment and sent to Italy.

During the War he saw action not only in the Middle East but also =
in Italy. Tony was mentioned in Despatches twice and awarded
the Military Cross.

On the 12th January 1944 Tony Widdrington (now with rank of
Major) and four others took off from an American airfield in
southern Italy for Operation Pomegranate in support of the
forthcoming allied landings at Anzio (Operation Shingle). The
objective of the mission was the destruction of German
reconnaissance aircraft at San Egidio airfield in Perugia. After

into contact with a German sentry and although Tony, the raid commander, and Lt
- Hughes found each other, the other members could not be located The pair carried @
with the mission, infiltrating the airfield on the night of the 19™ January and plantin
Lewes bombs which when detonated destroyed four Ju88s, two Fieseler Storchs an
one Ju52. While defusing their unused ordnance one exploded killing Tony ,
Widdrington and leaving Lt Hughes temporarily blind and concussed. He used his:
pistol to summon assistance, being captured by the Germans and taken to hospital
. Perugia from which he subsequently escaped and returned to England.
- Maj. Widdrington is buried in the CWGC cemetery at Assisi, Italy.






