William Kirby and Brenda McMahon have submitted the following about James and Walter Kirby:-

On the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, France is the name of 21303 Private James Kirby serving with 2nd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment who died 08/07/1916.

James was born at Accrington, Lancashire in 1878 and was later baptised on January 14th 1880. His parents were John and Ellen (nee Holden) who had married in 1869 at St Mary the Virgin, Blackburn. He had several siblings including William, Benjamin, Robert, Betsy, Walter, Henry, Hannah and John. His father was a blacksmith by trade. 

In 1891 at the age of 13, James was working as a labourer at the cotton printworks. He was involved in bleaching the calico.

John died in 1896 whilst mother, Ellen, died in 1910. 

In 1911 with both his parents having died James was lodging with his brother, Walter, and his family at 39 Manor Street Accrington.

James enlisted into the army unfortunately, no details are available at present.

He was killed in action at the Somme on 8th July 1916.

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is fortunate that his parents did not live to know their 3 sons died. 

In Rue-du-Bacquerot No.1 Military Cemetery, Laventie is the Commonwealth War Grave of 31682 Private Walter Kirby serving with 19th Battalion Welsh Regiment who died 07/01/1916.

Walter was born at Darwen, Lancashiren (c) 1872. His parents were John and Ellen (nee Holden) who married in 1869 at St Mary the Virgin, Blackburn. He had several siblings including William, Benjamin, Robert, Betsy, James, Henry, Hannah and John. His father was a blacksmith by trade.

Walter had his own account as slater and chimney sweep. His daughters all worked as cotton weavers. Walter married his sweetheart, Rachel Taylor, on September 17th 1892 at St John the Evangelist, Accrington.

They went on to have 3 children named Rosetta, Ellen Ann, Betsy and Walter. His son, Walter, aged 12 worked as a warehouse boy in cotton mill.

Walter enlisted and was posted to 19th Battalion Welsh Regiment. On December 5th 1915 his mobilized battalion shipped to France, landing at Le Havre, where they were engaged in war actions on the Western Front. 

Just over a month later 7th January 1916 Walter was killed in action. The inscription on his tomb reads :- “ Time has changed many things but loving memory ever clings”

