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Inkerman Day

lovember has been chosen for the purpose of
T e i Tigie ket ol Ui o S =
e e vt 0 i 1538 oo S o o L
el mm“nﬁ niversary date of the Battle of Inkerman, where the Regiment gaine
o senow bt he averary of on of the st memorable bt of e el
e e W, 91415 and sl ol 1 date whe thSecond Lin vt ool
e e wa. No e than 73 o 1 s appeting i he Bk of Renepm s
Gmis T h i World W, and  Turler 30 spreeat thos who ol 1939 S M
ot e he e s of s who 1 the St A Ham WaE 4 toa oA
Sekrs whos s e recoded e Book whch wi i perpeuity 1 on thsope L
into the wall under he window of the Norihern Transept n St Mary’s s Comeone Gateshead.
he Bok i lnked by the arms of the Coury and e Borouah, e v e oo
Reimenal Coours which wcr s e 3 h hads of H Lot Moy o o 40
in 1505 These Cotoursseualy cary she Tollning Bt Homms

ON THE KING'S COLOUR

AISNE, 1914, °18, YPRES, 1915, 17, °I8.
HOOGE, 1915, LOOS.

SOMME, 1916, °I5. ARRAS, 1917, "I8.
MESSINES, 1517, Lys.

HINDENBURG LINE. SAMBRE.

ON THE REGIMENTAL COLoUR

PERSIA, NEW ZEALAND, RELIEF OF LADYSMITH.

ek o HAvIcouRr

. N. MENIN ROAD, " e ;s

BELEEVAANDE ERBYOON Woop, ST OUENTIN CANAL

B SAVBRAL T SORTRAL

POZIERES ROSTUENTIN, FRANCE AND FLANDERS,

[ ST e

Ee, B JrioRo Yo

Sk, FACEhONA, foera

R JYORNE, b N FRONTIER INDIA, 1915
PAPAUME, 1918, ARCHANGEL, 1918-19.

THE HONOURS KR 1939. 1945 v o YET BEEN AwARDED,
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9th Bn. The Durham Light Infantry
(T.A)

The Early Days

TO MANY the mention of an infantry unit conjures up a pieture of a military band followed
by marching figures dressed (depending on the age of the person concerned) in scarlet, blue,
service dress, or battle dress. If it be a famous unit they instinctively think of its fatest and
greenest laurels, but much must depend on its chain of tradition, like an anchor chain with
some links in full view but others equally important but unseen below the level of the water.
“This chain of tradition of the 9th D.L.I. stretches back at least to 1795, when we find.

Lieut. R. Shafioe Hawks o be Capiain Commandant of the Gatéshead Loyal Volunteer
Company, with Lieut. W. Hawks and Ensign Erringon his officers. As this was promotion,
the Company must have been in existence previously and was probably formed part of 4 body
of Volunteers recorded to have paraded on Newcastle Town Moor in 1765, There is definite.
reason to believe that Gateshead provided its quota of Loyal Gentlemen in 1779, They are.
a ally mentioned as being part of a parade on the Moor on 21st April, 1801, held to:
eclebrate Nelson's victory at Copenhagen, a place not so very far from where their history.
ended in 1946, In 1798 Gateshead was authorized to expand its establishment to &
Regiment, under the command of Lieut-Colonel Cuthbert Fllison, and by 1803 con-
sisied of S04 rank and file. It is intcresting to pause and feflect on the efforts
which brought such units into being.  The only assistance given by the Government
was a grant of £1 per man. Organization and funds had

10 be provided locally, and to bring up the strength
10,300 in 1803 a subscription list was opened. It is
too lengthy to quote in full, but the Hawks,
Ellison and Askew families gave over 300 guineas,

the Stewards of the Borough of Gateshead

100 guincas, and the N.C.0s. and privates of the.

unit £500." In all £1344 vas raised, and in
November, 1803, Colours were presented to

these Gatcshead Volunteers and handed to their
Colonel, Cuthbert Ellison, in the presence of a
distinguished_gathering including the Earl of
Strathmore. These Colours were deposited at

the Goats Inn in the town til the Napoleonic.
invasion scare was over and the unit was dis-

banded on 24th March, 1813. That the Volun-

feer Service was no sinecure is revealed when we

find that under the command of Lieut-Colonel

Askew (who gave his name (0 Askew Road) they

were embodied and absent from home for three

weeks” duty ata time. There are many references

1 parades and musters, but it is worth recording.

that when an invasion was in fact reported
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i few hours i the handsome siver cup il in exenn o)
i S o B e ke S
A vl ety praryeUnforiuntey ey havedssppeared
e o b a1 s sy e of e preen cesoncs I o
D e yorumaars o 10 were the MU < glonts LR “Derweat
et tht ot Corpsof Vocrs et
Rangers” movement in 1859 Gateshead and Distriet were oy

e e e e
Dol it sl ot oot 5547 po anLowards 16 th VI allowe
e il bl e il Gl held in 140
B T N A e only in 1899 on embod.
1 pex Tk par aay,. Thefs were. 60 iy f whatever rank had (o contribute sy

't Volanisers for o ey, The reru of whaie o s
Wantily o fo i ot and e maininance ot of s and. il Sl Dril
o e el b o e S
by e offers o he . Bt 1 st 10 cair dav. B Py gl o R
known as he 9th Durham Rifl Voluniers hd been formed of companés of Which e e
e e concmed with were

No. 6 Sout Shieds. Commanded by Captin Wilamson

No. 8 Gatcshead. Commanded by Captin G, H. L. ks,

No. Blaydon. Commanced by Captin 1. Cowen

in, 1864 e Baydon (downil) 3t Winkton (uphil) members of No. 9 Company
ot 4 v e compnies vt e o s e Ty ot Do e

The precedence of the Corps was No, 64, and later in the same year these three companies
e b th 1 il Waiion Durrs it Voo oo

. Galcsead and commanded by Liur Corop 0 e
(Benc the nickmame, H'ak’s Mo T he e e S
Ppresented by the Ladies of Gateshead the Silver Bugle, later
uradiionlly carried by th Commanding Sobeecy
buglerand on parade today. In Ape e e
Volunter uni consisted of i compmnic o
ling 399 memkers, Not only were all services
soluntary, but minor offences ueh 34 seee
Irom il and'th ke were et by s
of s
The South Shiclds Company organised a i
range at Harton Moor, and 50 high was the
sandard of markonns
it twie furishd:the rumper . oy s
iz ot Bisley and onc had e g S
DI e ot

In 1863 ik green was sdopte for uniform,
d till scarlet with green facings
Wwas adopted (the 6th p.L, being the only D.L.1.
Unit 0 Tetain the e Whin Sy D

s
e In 1880, with a srength of 938 all anks,
05,24 Durham R.Y. ‘became the Sth Dugon

“Vam Light Infantry, a tite which if
the formation. of"the “Territorial Force. in





[image: image5.jpg]WHEN THE COLOURS WERE RECEIVED AT THE HANDS.
HM. KING EDWARD VI
19(h June, 1909

THE FOLLOWING CONSTITUTED THE COLOUR PARTY
S/SEKGT. ARKLESS  C/SerGT. RibLey  SeraT, HuTcHiNSON  SemaT. HANDS
SERGT. BANWIDGE  SERGT, WiLSON SERGT. DOUGLAS C./SERGT, JOHNSON
COMS. St

C./Serar. Dick SERGT. MADDISON

Lieur. A, Hinrox C./Serar. Kinston Lirur, W. bE G. MARTIN



[image: image6.jpg]" it Henderson, and with that unit, serving
In 1584 ther el the U 8 P e Colone A, Henderion, Mt
Bty e i i 134d be e when Colonl A Hendemon, CH G
T DL th st Honcrary Colone_an, nbroken secie o SRy e o DL, joined
e ey Colol e kS kK S, By s never fagged,
in 1887, and apar from these e O, SO ears was the Hon, W, H, James, later and per
iy other Honorary Colonel in over e ime.the first camp at Gibside ith a strengih
e Coeer known v Lord Northbourne. In 1884 ca i e e
ST G iy Ty el g o5 it e ot
2 o o e s b of e, s T 30 VB, DL, it o
s e 1902 1161 all ranks. O the Terrtoral Force being Tormed (1he
Sl vy i e come o offcal xivence Gl 1921) the cight companis of ihe
T e, s bew: Gateshead 4, Blaydon and Winlaton 2, Felling. 1, Chare:
unit were sistioned 35 below:
b L Again in the old Volunteer days,
s detachment became partof the Tth D.LL, Aga onter days,
ey g por of th Ty e Tes Volumees Beigace, the Sth /B, DL, was bpacd o
Volunteer attalons of the Northumberiand Fusllirs; bat In 1903 they became peet of i
au"r in company with 6th, 7th and 8th D.L.IL (T.F).
e S VD DI, st s T e of Vokasios 4 the Volanss Compartion o
D.LJ. for the South African War a contingent numbering forty-one. Of these, three fell on
Active Service, and their names as previously stated are perpetuated in the Book of Remem-
brane, which is an inegral part of the memorial o be. unveiled  in St Mary's comee
1odn

the hands of His Late Majesty King Edward VII, These are the Colours which from today will
hang flanking the Book. of Remembrance in St. Mary's, The Colour Party, apast from
Lieus Hebron and W. de G. Marin, included several N.C.05. who.are. with . loday— st

Jeast RS M. Maddison, who has the unusual distinction of holding the Territoral Eick
Medal and two bars.  For the benefit of the uninitiated, the Colours
consist of the “King's Colour"—being the Union Flag with
Vs the number of the unit in the centre and carrying since
1920 certain of the Batlle Honours awarded to the
Regiment in the 1914-18 war and chosen to be
carted _on this Colour—and  secondly, the
“Regimental Colour,” which is green (the regi-
mental uniform colours being scarlet with green
fcings). whereon are emblazoned the Regiménial

Battle Honoury pre-1914,

Before Ieaving the many incidents of interest
in these carly days and to show that there was
aleady a strong tradition and loyaly, two exam-
ples may be mentioned. Sergt.-Major Leblique
s a champion swordsman in the Army was, by
{irtue of his prowess, enitld 10 a free lodging

S in the Tower of London, but preferred to remain
% in Gateshead and join the Sth V.B, DLL;
while RS M, p

s in the th DLL. 1o end ay Major J. W, Porter,
I PeBE. T.D.—better known to ail as “Joey-
i From this adolescent youth we come 10
5. Atvican v 5

v Pericd
w1




[image: image7.jpg]GUARD OF HONOUR MOUNTED FOR
HM. KING GEORGE V.
10th October, 1928

GUARD CoumaNDER - MAJOR K. E. DUNN, T.D,
SUBALTERN - LIEUT. W. F. SiMPsoN, M.C.
CoLouR Omicex 2/Liur. O. R. DURANT,
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S 1 e - L f oo ) i o
e e ives in war or in the grim shadow war,.

e e e —

e e the ordeal to come. At the end of July, 1914, the ops DL e

e L e

in. A Sécond Line and a Third Line were formed within 5 matter of weeks,

spiritual eagerness of the country in those far-off days.  The mud Flanders, the horrors of

Henderion, - machine guns. But it was . great Battalion whieh acse ~Colonel Andrew,
Henderson, T.D. (the private of 1884) took (0 France on oy April, 1915

o3, ind great cvenis which the Battalon helpes 1o shape. " The Battalion formed pars

e S0h Northumbrian Divison, than which ' more famous division  fought. gy

Stoders and France, from Ypres in the north e e Chemin des Dames at the other eng

Of that far-flung Jine

The Batalions arrival i bate vas aitogether hurried and unexpected. It was flun

into the ¥pres salient o help stem the Germagy onslaught following the

infamous irst gas attack. “Those wh took pasems never forget

he ghastly Canadian gas casualis and that eae march

ihrough desolate Ypres, with the. mept e

all burning i the night and. the st )
thunder of guns o very near.

2 derrible first ordeal for untried troops: the
frst casualies were back in England witns cenrs
o3 of landing, and there were some e o
return,

ek slime of the Somme, and Bl Nons
. The Battlion moved backwarde and T
s up and. down the line, usually yhew Lo
fighting was hottest. It was. actually at Albert in
1916 that Lieut.-Colone] Roland Bradford, V.C.,
the Commanding Offcer, inste . gt o
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{he cremony of suard mounting the playing of “Abide with me.” The hymn has now become
e oavcl ot the Brih Army i, but that as how it sared.

Hamireis of affcers and thousands of men passed through the Battalion in those four years,
and it would be invidious to mention names, but another Commanding Officer must be mentioned.
He went out as " and at the end was ing the
fhet Tt victorious march to the Rhine—Licut-Colonel E. G. Crouch, D'S.0., D.CM.

The Batalion was finaly reduced to cadre strength and disbanded in 1919.

e ervice onercas it sufered 786 Killed n action and gained mare individual awards than
any other unit in the Briish Army.

Y to Sth Novemer, 1916, when it proceeded ovrseas under Lieut-Colonel Frank R. Simpson,
LD the Second Line had fed the First Line with magnificent contingents of officers and men.
The Third Line took over this job, eventually being amalgamated with the other T-A- reserve
battations as Sth Reserve Batwlion, D.L.

“The Sccond Line spent its overscas serv
honour o the Regiment

Records and staites are dull reading usually, but the slorious decds of the Battalion i the
191418 war can best be summarized by its 10l of individual awards totalling 338: Victoria
Croses 2 CMG. 1. DS.05. 3, M.Cs. 37, M.C. (2 bars 1, M.Cs. (1 ban) 9, Mentions 26, MBE.
1, D.CMs. 28, M.Ms. 197, M.Ms. (2 bars) 3, M.Ms. (1 bar) 16, M.S.Ms. 3, Foreign honours 11.

on the Salonica front and worthily maintained the.

The Years Between

1920 found 9th D.L.L reforming with 501 all ranks, many old soldiers rejoining, with Lieut~
Colonel Henderson in command. The old th Company organization having
ceded, Headquarters and two_companies (*
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3rd September, 1939, found Sth D.L.I. onee again an eMicient fighting unit in the S0th Division.
e iaing 1 she Cotowolds the unit n early February, 1940, gain procceded 1o oin
‘Simpson, M.C., T.D. (the last substanive:

After intensive trai
the BEF. on active service, with Lieut.-Colonel W.

" appoinied in command R
e o, s Soncentaton in th.Lil arca. during the winiee months, moved

orward into Belgium on the outbresk of the German offensive as part of G.H.Q: Reserye,
i e o b ol of s G, it o LG S
Creraton of 1940l the atack south from Vimy Ridse (o reieve the German pressure
Tound Afrs, just south of hich on 20th May it duplicate batalion, under the command of
ort-Cotoncl B 1 Swinbarne and composed lagely of ex9th and Gateshead men, had last
ot Cen.of s Sreneth iled and complee cnvelopment of the remainderin e houis'
his being the first unit to meet the full force of the German armoured attack from the
it G the abandonment of the Vimy attack, in which many prisoners were taken and every
S et 0 DLty g 15y Bk 1 wibaval s e i e
iminhing erieter round Dunkirk was one of the last unis in the fighting, embarking ity
o e on 30 June. A i n the south-vestof England-—re-armecdandreeatipped
nce again in the forciront, 50 Di.” the first formation to proceed overseas since Dunkirky
proceeced 10 Cxprus. ncluding in s humbers 5 always 9th DL, which i turn Was proceed:
ing overseas as a unit for the third time. In November, 1941, the threat of German penetra-
tion South through the Caucasus Mouniains found.the unit in Northern Iraq, only 10 be
drawn at an eary dat into the Western Desert Campaign, where with the 6h and S DL, 3
part of the 151 Infanry Batalion of SOth Division i was to win fesh furels,

In'the 1941 campaizn Which terminaied at Knighisbrdge the th DL, together with
74th Field Regiment, R A.. made hisory afer the Brtish force had been surrounded and cut
Off. To break out of the rine the 9th D.L.1 and 74th Field Regiment attacked westwards through
the ltalian divisions and in the direction of enemy territory. The attack was successful, and the
Batalion broke out and rejoined the main forcs ia th enemy's rear-

At Mersa Matrub on 23nd June, 1942, Private Adam M. Wakinshaw of the 9th D.LL1. made an
heroc sand with s ant-Gank gun.  Morally wounded, he fired the last five rounds with hi
arm sattred, and thereby saved the fives of many of his comrades:  His galanry was Tecop:
ired by the posthumous award ofthe V.C. Thiswasthe third V-C. to be awarded o the Batalion

slmost cecinly a record unbeaten by any othes it

The 1943 campaign found the 5th D.LL on the right flank of the battle at El Alamein, and.
the Batialion subscquently fought right through to Mareth. The Battalion was then sent Back 10
the Nile Delta for training as an assault battalion for the inva of ly. On 6th July the
Battalion landed on “Jig Green™ beach to secure the left flank of the invading forces. The Batta-
lion was then ordered 10 advance to the River Simeto and capture the now famous Primisole
:ndgt where another memorial records the gallantry of the many who fell in the fierce
fghing Here, bing in exposed posiions under grtfler i from Mount Eina and under Span-
bridee. Thi scton cos the Brigade more hay 650 st s s anf v
wall concenration inthe v of Syracuse, 1 Oct
and ef Sicly to retun to England wih e 00

ACH 521 on D Day, again with the foremoet
Seaces betven Le Hame nd L i (o
Dleooking Arromanches. Advancing to Lingerves, the Battalion on D
Dloodiest actions of the war. In the course of 1t ifs (C.O, wat. Killed, a
lng‘,\gﬂ officers of the Battalion were killed or wounded. k-

< Batalion then advanced to the area of Ty, whess S was

2
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1 e b Ight Tty 1 o, o e P s o taons
Sih D.LL) were in the line together, with individual hattalio, ftans b RIS Ul of the
Opposite this thin *Durhan line were the 21t and 10 S5 Panser Disaions, ™

‘Afer capturing Hotot the 9th D.L1. relieved the Quesn's in Lo Plesy ¢
ouern soes of, Mount Picon. i thse opcrtans he Bl i oo e
andinary feat of Wheeling in at. 11 wheeled lot and despite SUlT oppesis N
erman ines for one and a half ks, thereby openin ko T v
it had b in 1940, 14 crossed the River Scine e in August at Vernan, At Sectih the B
encountored ST opposition. from 4 group of 105 mim: st bes L)
Wik 1h T of th Batllon Wt anaaaed i alonane. 1. e ARGt itk
clear Houdlin. Thi village was found laer 1o have been occupicd by 170 G i
hat “C Company sent only one platoan 10 clear the ok was maunt
Ahee an alkalghe batl the vilaps whn septug T A Rk ek ik W

Pussing dismantied Aying-bomb sies en route, the Battalion then “sw on 1o Brussels,
which it entred on 6th September Jus hehind the G Attoured Bivpan.Th i Sk
and 9t DL were the firs infantey battaions (o enter the Belgian capital.  Fasing through
Brussls, the Battalion 100k up defensive position in the woods 1o the cast and southeast af
the ciy, facing the enemy in the direction of Louvain. In September the Batalion crossed
the Albéet Canal 10 launch an attack on Gheel. Afler three days of bitter fighting, during the
cours ol which Ghe was capured o and etaken, the it s sined, bt ot ihout
o s, € Tost two » and o in

ter it helped 1o enlarge the bridgehead across the canal, and then to hold the bridgehead 1o
4 firm base for the dash 1o Arnhem and Nijmegen.

‘When at Veghel the Germans cut the artery, but on the lines of communication 1315t Brigads.
succeeded in holding the flank for two days untl the Americans and the Tt Armoured Division
had reapened the supply line

The Battalion then advanced with 1515t (Durham) Brigade (0 the area of Nijmegen,
Where it crowsed the River Waal and captured the village of Baal after a il bautle.

e in November, 1944, when S0th Division was relieved in the ine and pulled out (0 g0
8. the 9th DL, was chosen 10 stay behind for conversion 10 o lorred infantry
battaion and 10 join 131 Brigade of 7th Atmoured Divison.

On 0th November the Battlion came out of the line and moved back 1o Dilson o Helgium.
Taking only & week to change ity 1ole, it mpletely converted by 6ih December, and on

i€ went back it the fine. Joining 13151 Rrigade, i took up positions at Gangelt

y.. Afer fighting s way from EI Alamein, the Rattalion had at last reached

Moving up 10 Gebrock the previous evenin, the Rattaion auacked Disteren

30 degrees of frost and several inches of snow. Two dykes had

10 b crossed before the town was reached. ‘This was done by means of 20, ladders arcied by

hand and thrown across, After fighting under ingredibly severe conditions, the Battalion ¢ap-
ured Dicteren and then held the town for twenty-four hours without islisf.

Having spent fifly-ix days in the ine, the Battalion was relieved on 2Uat February and
went back (o Weert for a rest and five weeks' training prior 16 the crossing of the m

The h DL crowed the Rhine at Xanten on D+ 1, and from that day._ 27t il
3 May, when the Battalion entered Hamburg, it led ane of the twa arms of the 7th Armoured

«lg

Disision's drive across Germany continuouly, except for one period of twelve haurs

omposition until it reached Stadilohn, whete i flerce action,
wa rossed north of Ibbenburen and & foothold was ained fn

through Wesel, Brunen, Raesfeld, Borken and the hlﬂh‘i\h
by e
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N crcp e Caie Ae . days of il gl 160 e was Eall e

D e et 8 o o Dicphol, and hen to_Baskum. where & rumber of hop S
arp engagems were fought against ‘out .5, troops. &

R L R e gy

the Scape ou of the 15t Paves Diklon wthdrwing ffom the Beee arcas {

south of Bremen. the Battaion took Renkum, Waltrode and Soltau. After the capiuse' gf

Hambury. the day afer leaving Hamburs th’ 9th Battalion, D.L.1, heard the news of (o

O o of uly the Btalon wae morec 1o ERRNEATIAN the Battalion's advance from
| Ao had reched s st conson:

“The last station of the 9th was Hemer. ~03

e, afer probably th longet fighting record of any battalion in the war 193945, e
e et e e e
further individual awards, The list of these s far from exhaustive owing 1o the iy

identifcation in ecords covering the whole regiment, but includes the V.C. previously vy
o and a4 et urher 4 DSOn, 1T MU G - I MBE. and 1 BEM.

The end of it all

e evolution of weapons e Teritorial battalions of the Durkam Light Infuntry have as
Suanery radualy diminished. The Sih D.L.I. and the Tth DL had. prir 10, 1339 become
Searchlight units, though their role was (0 alter; and in 1946, when the Terrional, Army re-formed,
e yder of batle in the north-cast requited 4 place for 4 attalion of the Passelny Regiment.
Dane i s falln on the 6 D.LLL, t was relized that such a unit weul Bt 1 be
Hostom i losely populated area, and.'the th DL, was substtted.for the. g s the.
becadaatters at w10 al members of the 9th will alyays be the il Hepe e Burt Terrace:
freame those of the 17th Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, Thas. e o D.LL awoke
o i st of suspended animation in a new form—a soures o gt o many who
would have rallied in large numbers 9th. But

d in handing to its successor ts cs another unit
ighting regiment both worthy and lad to receive and foster them. The full title
i Batation, Parachule Regiment, Army Alr Coppy (on Battalion, The
nfasiry). T.A. This designation is no mere. matler of ou) The Parachute.
sought in ail ways. 1o ¢ traditions of
mutial good will that on
were handed o th
the 1 hen forLaying.uy
representing all that the 9t has





[image: image15.jpg]« nature of which measured advances of flslds
1 e b Ight Tty 1 o, o e P s o taons
Sih D.LL) were in the line together, with individual hattalio, ftans b RIS Ul of the
Opposite this thin *Durhan line were the 21t and 10 S5 Panser Disaions, ™
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Pussing dismantied Aying-bomb sies en route, the Battalion then “sw on 1o Brussels,
which it entred on 6th September Jus hehind the G Attoured Bivpan.Th i Sk
and 9t DL were the firs infantey battaions (o enter the Belgian capital.  Fasing through
Brussls, the Battalion 100k up defensive position in the woods 1o the cast and southeast af
the ciy, facing the enemy in the direction of Louvain. In September the Batalion crossed
the Albéet Canal 10 launch an attack on Gheel. Afler three days of bitter fighting, during the
cours ol which Ghe was capured o and etaken, the it s sined, bt ot ihout
o s, € Tost two » and o in

ter it helped 1o enlarge the bridgehead across the canal, and then to hold the bridgehead 1o
4 firm base for the dash 1o Arnhem and Nijmegen.

‘When at Veghel the Germans cut the artery, but on the lines of communication 1315t Brigads.
succeeded in holding the flank for two days untl the Americans and the Tt Armoured Division
had reapened the supply line

The Battalion then advanced with 1515t (Durham) Brigade (0 the area of Nijmegen,
Where it crowsed the River Waal and captured the village of Baal after a il bautle.

e in November, 1944, when S0th Division was relieved in the ine and pulled out (0 g0
8. the 9th DL, was chosen 10 stay behind for conversion 10 o lorred infantry
battaion and 10 join 131 Brigade of 7th Atmoured Divison.

On 0th November the Battlion came out of the line and moved back 1o Dilson o Helgium.
Taking only & week to change ity 1ole, it mpletely converted by 6ih December, and on

i€ went back it the fine. Joining 13151 Rrigade, i took up positions at Gangelt

y.. Afer fighting s way from EI Alamein, the Rattalion had at last reached

Moving up 10 Gebrock the previous evenin, the Rattaion auacked Disteren

30 degrees of frost and several inches of snow. Two dykes had

10 b crossed before the town was reached. ‘This was done by means of 20, ladders arcied by

hand and thrown across, After fighting under ingredibly severe conditions, the Battalion ¢ap-
ured Dicteren and then held the town for twenty-four hours without islisf.

Having spent fifly-ix days in the ine, the Battalion was relieved on 2Uat February and
went back (o Weert for a rest and five weeks' training prior 16 the crossing of the m

The h DL crowed the Rhine at Xanten on D+ 1, and from that day._ 27t il
3 May, when the Battalion entered Hamburg, it led ane of the twa arms of the 7th Armoured

«lg

Disision's drive across Germany continuouly, except for one period of twelve haurs

omposition until it reached Stadilohn, whete i flerce action,
wa rossed north of Ibbenburen and & foothold was ained fn

through Wesel, Brunen, Raesfeld, Borken and the hlﬂh‘i\h
by e
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the Scape ou of the 15t Paves Diklon wthdrwing ffom the Beee arcas {

south of Bremen. the Battaion took Renkum, Waltrode and Soltau. After the capiuse' gf

Hambury. the day afer leaving Hamburs th’ 9th Battalion, D.L.1, heard the news of (o

O o of uly the Btalon wae morec 1o ERRNEATIAN the Battalion's advance from
| Ao had reched s st conson:

“The last station of the 9th was Hemer. ~03

e, afer probably th longet fighting record of any battalion in the war 193945, e
e et e e e
further individual awards, The list of these s far from exhaustive owing 1o the iy

identifcation in ecords covering the whole regiment, but includes the V.C. previously vy
o and a4 et urher 4 DSOn, 1T MU G - I MBE. and 1 BEM.

The end of it all

e evolution of weapons e Teritorial battalions of the Durkam Light Infuntry have as
Suanery radualy diminished. The Sih D.L.I. and the Tth DL had. prir 10, 1339 become
Searchlight units, though their role was (0 alter; and in 1946, when the Terrional, Army re-formed,
e yder of batle in the north-cast requited 4 place for 4 attalion of the Passelny Regiment.
Dane i s falln on the 6 D.LLL, t was relized that such a unit weul Bt 1 be
Hostom i losely populated area, and.'the th DL, was substtted.for the. g s the.
becadaatters at w10 al members of the 9th will alyays be the il Hepe e Burt Terrace:
freame those of the 17th Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, Thas. e o D.LL awoke
o i st of suspended animation in a new form—a soures o gt o many who
would have rallied in large numbers 9th. But

d in handing to its successor ts cs another unit
ighting regiment both worthy and lad to receive and foster them. The full title
i Batation, Parachule Regiment, Army Alr Coppy (on Battalion, The
nfasiry). T.A. This designation is no mere. matler of ou) The Parachute.
sought in ail ways. 1o ¢ traditions of
mutial good will that on
were handed o th
the 1 hen forLaying.uy
representing all that the 9t has






