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The RAF base at ACinngton opened in 1938 and closed in 1972.
It is now the site of a prison and a Young Offenders Institution.

During World War 2 Acklington was a fighter station and part of 13 Group. It protected
the North-East coast of England and the industrial areas of Tyneside and Teesside.
Many famous squadrons were based at Acklington and airmen of many nationalities
were stationed there.

Early in 1940 B Flight of 43 Squadron took off from Acklington to intercept two German
aircraft east of Whitby. Flight Lieutenant Peter Townsend opened fire and downed one
of them - the first enemy aircraft to be brought down on British soil.

On 15" August 1940 a large force of German aircraft crossed the North Sea, intending
to attack industrial targets. No 72 Squadron from Acklington scrambled to intercept
them and, in the air battle which followed, the Luftwaffe lost 8 Heinkel 111s, 7
Messerschmitt 110s and 7 Junkers 88s. The RAF lost no aircraft!

In June 1940 the Royal Observer Corps reported a “strange aircraft” approaching from
the North Sea. This tumed out to be a DH Homet Moth flown by two Danish Naval
officers who had escaped from their occupied country and flown to Britain to bring
details of a radar guided searchlight being built in Denmark by the Germans.

After World War 2, Acklington had various roles as a fighter base and flying training
school. It also housed a Search and Rescue Unit. Following its closure the area was
used for open-cast coal extraction and no trace of the original runaways now exists.
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The RAF contlngent the Band, the ATC and the Standard
Bearers will form up under the dlrectlon of SWO RAF Boulmer.

HM Deputy Lieutenant, Officers from the RAF and
Commonwealth Air Forces and invited guests will take up
position facing the new memorial. Veterans and members of
the public will take up position as directed by the stewards.

Ceremony commences

Commonwealth Anthems

Opening Address by Branch President

Prayers

Unveiling of the memorial

Blessing of the memorial

The Act of Remembrance

Exhortation, Last Post, Silence, Reveille.

Laying of wreaths

The Roll Call

Placing of Poppy Crosses on War Graves S
Closing Remarks of Branch President y
Blessing | :
National Anthem

VIPs and Officers to the saluting base
March Past

Buffet Reception at The Trap (Invited guests only)
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Fit Sgt W Stuart Canada Fit Sgt AJ Reed Canada
Fit Sgt ER Vickers Canada Fg Off HJ Findlay Canada
Sgt RL Ward Canada Fit Sgt WH Trewin Canada
Sgt JAR Turner Canada Sgt DH Matheson Canada
Sgt FE Haines Canada Fit Sgt H Helbock Canada
Fg Off M Sauzier Mauritius Pit Off HB Wooler Jamaica

Fg Off JW van Hamel Netherlands

Sgt P O’Flaherty Eire Fit Sgt JM Morris S Africa
Sgt A Mclsaac N Zealand Pit Off WDR Roberts N Zealand
Pit Off K Brooke-Taylor N Zealand

Pit Off RS Austin N Zealand Sgt W Hunt N Zealand.
Sgt TW Irving N Zealand Sgt F Hulton N Zealand
Fit Sgt E Brown Australia Fg Off RC Bell Australia
Sgt V Sindelar Czech Rep Sgt L Kocourek Czech Rep
Pit S Sadawa Poland Por F Kurpier Poland
Por W Blasinski Poland

Sgt J McE Wright UK Sgt JD Ruffus UK

WO JGS Kerr - UK Pit Off DMcL Gray UK

Fit Lt DT Chadd UK Sgt B Collyer UK

Pilot 2 J Jack UK Sgt CO Steggal UK

Fit It DC Byrne UK Sgt FG Maple UK

Sgt EL Cash _ o Fg Off J Bobth
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The RAF Acklmgton Memonal is bein _‘ced in Chevmgton Ce e
Newcastle on Tyne Branch RAFA as a lasting reminder of the coL rage shc wn by all
personnel who served at Acklington during World War 2 and as a tribute to those
who gave their lives in the cause of freedom.

DONORS

The Sir James Knott Charitable Trust
Darlington Branch RAFA
Hartlepool Branch RAFA

Newcastle on Tyne branch RAFA
Mr F Knox, BEM
Mr & Mrs M West
The Junior Ranks of RAF Boulmer
Mr Oliver Wall
Mr Sid Bramley
The Aircrew Association, Northumbria Branch
Air Commodore & Mrs |H Forster
43(F) Squadron Association

SUPPORTERS

Air Vice-Marshal AFC Hunter, CBE, AFC, DL
Group Captain P Cox, OC RAF Boulmer
WO C Bragen, SWO RAF Boulmer
Councillor Glen Sanderson
Mrs S Williams, Northumberland County Counci
1110 Squadron, Air Training Corps
346 Squadron, Air Training Corps






