spirits of the men were
came the voice of some
de Col r of A Company as a shell passed
ye, it reminds yer o' ﬁm‘hﬁm Regatta. Now, lads, up goes
‘ All together ! Ban%! Mind the stick!” Then some one

~ called, “Who'’s won the Grand ? ” and there were rival cries of “ City ”
“Bede.” At 11.30 p.m., however, further orders were received to
) uarters of the 3rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers on
road, where a guide was to be obtained to
_trenches which were reported to have been
on but left unfinished by them. Although
et come up, the Battalion at once moved off and
inebeke and thence north-west. Progress was
d roads and many obstacles. Part of

g last became separated from the rest
through Zonnebeke, but after a few anxious

the 3rd Royal Fusiliers Headquarters the orders
jor Johnson then commanding that Battalion.
L the position the Battalion was ordered to was
1at, moreover, it would be quite impossible to
ght, especially as the men’s small en s ,
e. On the situation being explained by
nfantry Brigade, the Battalion was i
position held by the 8th Canadian
e Black Devils) under Lieutenan
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to be much exhausted.

nstructions as to whether it
just heard German advance
d come to a halt. I am
if Germans are prevented

eral Edmonds, Director of
ch), Committee of Imperial
ailable for inclusion here. 1
anying sketch plan adapted from
ain G. A. Stevens, during the
upon a group of farm buildings
‘were in ruins from shell-fire, These
- To the north-west the ground sloped
as much restricted by small clumps of
vards Keerselaare and the line of the
gain and there were some fairly large
ge open field leading across 2 narrow
to fourteen hundred vards distant.
y gradually with a good field of fire, the
een the trenches (4), (5) and trench (6).
a thick hedge, and at its north-
~buildings Was a small orchard which
vas strewn with bodies stripped of their




1SpOsiti were rapidly
arvey) and D Company (Captain

y trenches (1) and (2),
these. Company (Major J. R.
ain J. A. S. Ritson) were ordered to
y as possible along the hedges of the
er available for these two Companies,
a small detachment of Monmouths whilst
§ eld by some Canadians. A Platoon of
ant F. M. Weeks) was, however, placed in the
(6) with a machine-gun at the south-west corner
Canadians who were relieved from trenches

tions varied from about eighty to two hundred
nce from trenches (1) and (2), the “ No Man’s
r covered with young corn and mustard. About
way to the north-west they also held a trench
n dug by the Canadians but evacuated by them
50 isolated. From here there was a gap of some
d yards, and then the German trenches began
es (3), (4) and (5)- : e
g B ser’s Farm with a Canadian as guide, D Company,
ely by A Company, moved over the crest of the ridge and
north-easterly direction down a gradual slope. After
or three fields, in one of wh}i’ch were sever:::lh ccupie
sing a ruined farm nearby which was a tren: ntaining
agnd crossing a stream, eventually they reached on
ound a line of trenches held by some weak Co
nd 8th Canadian Battalions. Turning left into
11 leading, filed along for a distance of some two
ough a length used as a communication &
r into a trench (2) beyond also held by the
i in the trench first entered, i.€., (1
. communication trench.
ime it was broad daylight, it was
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that no fire was opened on
the point where they en

eighty yards away,
the \?ash of the wa

apnel. The dug-outs,
with Canadian dead,
wing to the light it was
he few Canadians holding
e to get away.  They had
Much has been written in
a1s be added to them here, they
ficers and men alike. The
unition, periscopes and food.

nan attack on the 25th developed
any’s left flank the story of that

seen, was connected with A Company on
ommunication trench. Its left flank was
for a distance of fifty or sixty yards. In
~a Canadian machine-gun. A “portion of
, Was a communication trench, and two
ch side of this. There was considerable
k, but owing to a fold in the ground this

I later on. About a thousand yards
a large wood. Boetleer's Farm was not
e trench owing to the formation of the



uring the remainder
1 this direction, whilst
ng. Between 8 and
he trench, droppi
alf an hour later heavy
the first shells struck the
| destroying the instrument.
arters by this means was never
~ shell-fire were constant and
d Lieutenant B. S. Richardson
lying in the dug-out to which he
“rum, a quantity of which in his
thereby becoming stupefied and
was reported.  He recovered
 Germans captured the trench in the
ks later in a German hospital. Many men
{ one of the Canadian machine-guns was
killed or wounded, for the trench gave
fire in front.
sg the Germans from about eighteen hundred
 advanced in waves, and though they suff !
1 to advance, eventually disappearing over a
e left flank. At 10.30 am, what a y
nies of Germans appeared some four
worth-west; these on coming under fire
It much uneasiness with regard to his left
increasingly heavy, he sent Lieutenant
s to Battalion Headquarters.
2,30 p.m., and from then onw
an Infantry attacks, never
ts who had gone out to the

re collecting in some
d not be seen from trench (2) mor

Yol



nfantry now developed.
dured this came somewhat
faced it steadily, and under
ining machine-gun the grey-
’s Land halted, turned and
yyne-Johnson, though mortally
en him, and continued firing until
| was killed and many non-
illed and wounded. Company
; to be everywhere encouraging
thwick set a fine example of bravery
ughout the day. Private Borthwick
apnel shortly before the trench was

ir infantry to capture the trench a heavy
n, under cover of which the Germans
s left flank and rear. About 5 p.m. some
came along a road on the left from the
intil they were five or six hundred yards
y opened on them, they jumped from their

e-gun was knocked out at 5.30 p.m., and
mans again advanced in a most determined
rd, himself wounded, had now only
ad about thirty men left, but though the

, their further advance was comgletely







; g in return by the
! ep their heads down, and
ome food and a short rest.
s the circling over the trench of a

, fired, and soon afterwards shells
quarters at Boetleer’s Farm. A
er very accurate shell-fire directed
above. No British planes were
but little artillery support from the
observed to come into action from
e right rear, but after firing only two

ed the buildings, from which a cloud

irge number of troops, at first thought to be
heir blue uniforms but later on recognized as
crossing a railway, marching in close order.
behind a wood. They made a splendid target
been any. When next they came into sight
d coming up in the direction of the rear of the
began to dig in carrying sleepers from the
got busy on them at this moment.

llery now got going in earnest, and seemed to
‘the trench. Casualties were very heavy mainly
otection in the rear. Under cover of this the
y close up into a long thin strip of trees and
spite of the shrapnel which swept the trench
ept going at every target that offered, and so
atly dead beat, a man was observed, during




*

el s C e il g its
In an expo.ed‘ position crying

him but fell beyond his reach.
s t his shelter to give his comrade
e his life in the attempt. Casualties
B being hit, and as the Germans
o became impossible, the only
1e more and more intense for a time, when
t with high explosive followed ; fortunately
. % duds.” The farm building immediately
, its stones being scattered in all directions.
‘party was sent down a hedge in an attempt
king up a strip of woodland, but all were soon
eavy rifle-fire was still kept up, Lieutenant T.
Price being very conspicuous at this time
and directing fire. One of the Canadian machine-
ined by Lance-Corporal R. H. Robson and
. who had taken the gun over when all the Canadian
scome casualties, was eventually knocked out, H B el
and Robson dying of his wounds a few days later at a
§sing-station. :
rman Infantry was now very close and the artille
time, and a few men of D Company, followed a lit
radford, entered the trench. er a consultation L
out to find Battalion Headquarters; SevV
een sent but apparently none of these got thrc
. reach Battalion Headquarters with a mess
Company was hard and ¥
. was sent that the Company must
nforcements were

ver reached Captain Harvey. A




eadquarters,

ly and scatter

, a retirement
und swept by
_ d both in the
d to control the movement.
 stream, but once over it
1. About half-way Privates
aptain Harvey’s difficulty in
ess of themselves.
ed and how many gave their
etch to the ridge that promised

hed no troops were found there,
e seen digging in. In the hope that
vors made for them, but found they
e name of which is now forgotten.

now took control of the few unwounded
ied on. Some few others actually
. Companies at Boetleer’s Farm, which
n the ridge to which A Company had

t the moment the retirement started
 with seven men and a Canadian officer,
‘occupied a position with a machine-gun
 the trench lately held by D Company
‘was to succeed it must be covered by

at all knew,






anything for
yus part of the night
COMm 1 from some-
ought I should see
allet to finish me off and the
firmly convinced I should be

iere was a thick fog. I could still
and later saw him through the mist
 trying to crawl towards me. Just
nd he seemed to lie down, and I
' gradually lifted and the sun came
t last found me and they, supporting me,
d we had retired across the night before.
id, dreading who I might see lying there.
eant Price, but the man I had taken to
. ywhere.”

D Companies had left Boetleer's Farm the
and (9) was subjected to shelling, the farm
psive and the whole position generally with
time C Company, which was digging in
eld (7), came under a sharp burst of rifle-fire,
casualty, Sergeant T. Taylor being shot
. It was surprising that more were not hit,
‘nature of the ground and only having the
vailable, they had not succeeded in getting
reat trouble was experienced in keeping the
was actually necessary to immerse some in

we
Tef
ab

e
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lier reported to Battalion
heir trenches, a statement

d to be absolutely untrue,

o this a Canadian officer

. It is not known what he

nessage was subsequently received
ce of his report.

h B.M. No. 8, April 25th. Strong
ang on. Please report situation.

B Company, under Major J. R. Ritson,
e and placed under cover to the east of the
nt E. H. Motum with two machine-guns was
ition facing north, east of the same buildings,
running through Boetleer’s Farm from St. !uhu’

Captain E. H. Veitch was sent with a d i
hold the high ground by a wind-mill about one
tant on the right flank, for no information could be
| troops there were in that direction or how they
d there was great danger of the Germans comin

oint. No sooner had the machine-guns got
came a great opportunity for their use. A
1ad been observed disgorging German Infar
ailway, and now these were seen nearer
inning to extend, and move south. 3
d the chance was not lost by the eager
amongst them. About this time a nu
ywards the east, and as it was .




g e - ing
oft not visible from
. aeroplane now flew very
tillery fire on both B Company

ompany were endeavouring to

- Ritson was sent forward to
rate Patterson, was shot down,
the point marked (12) on the
embeek, south of Kron Pnnz
he could see a line of trench
ient Owing to heavy rifle-fire he

ard, and after a short time made his

'now advanced considerably, having
est from their original position, and
ttalion. This situation was reported to
Brigade, the report also stating, on the
officer, that all in trench (2) were either
ng known till later that this was incorrect,

were not pressing the attack with their

enced during the day was that ;

d this section of the defence é:;:so.-n:;
It was not under the 85th Infantry
taff were apparently only responsible for
re between 4 and 5 p.m. Captain J-A S



Ritson was sent
Battalion actu;
was a wide g
that the Ger
Battalion

‘was sent him and arrange-
equired.
e afternoon and evening was
from reconnoitring the
y wounded by a shell. He
d his wound dressed, but he
o ‘as he realized the situation was
spared to carry him and no stretcher-
s self-sacrifice resulted in his being taken
g of the 26th and suffering much at the
sent into Holland. Of the i
new nothing save of those
ior Ritson was wounded spread quickly over
osition, and one still recalls the sense of
as passed along, so much of the existence of the
ys seemed to centre round him. Lieutenant F. M.
at the same time.
‘ Company from a Middlesex Regiment Battalion
'm a Battalion of the Monmouth Regiment m
rived at Battalion Headc}uarters. these
heen relieved on the night of April 24/25, but owing

- .

>

ing late they were unable to join their 1
plicht and so had remained under cover to &e :
Hearing the engagement in front of them,
\e evening, practically “to the sound
this moment was very welcome, and :
mmediately pushed into the firing line t0 |

st the Monmouth Company was held as i
< fell rifle-fire ceased with the W.’ !
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y en of A md
ther Slde-v ; A iew dmwere ww
- way to the position ag tly. but the
theirr way Vé lights constan .Ys e
Germans used .eryb en issued to 1t. ‘8
these, none having ebeing no sign 0 the p
At 8 p.m., there again sent u
' A. S. Ritson was ag the E
Ca([i)t? -3 ilo ascertain under whose orders 589
r . ters
itr:ccee}c,led in reachxnI%ethe Headquarte
: 0
o S . and v ld
: e
Brigade was due to .relle\:ie (;hteo ]?aolfb k
and also that it was intende ‘
der of the Commander
actually the order | Turnk
Brigade, but Lleutenant-Co}one Turnt
orders he came under, remained in &
the Battalion and the other _d_eta..
new line in an isolated position.
Time passed and there was
The defence of the position was
deeply, the small entrenching tool
ammunition and water were distrib
the Monmouth Company brought
of its platoons were sent forward
which existed there between trench
Throughout the night of £
constantly shelled with shra
snipers. Though dealt with by
boldness, two actually succeeding
and it was some time before t
At midnight there was a viol
away to the east, but though a pa
information as to what it was or th
gained with the sth Canadian Battal
A little before dawn the Middl
received orders to rejoin their Bat
still. expected, the Middlesex Com
position till these arrived, when it co
of the Monmouth Company filling the
point (8) were ordered to remain there.
this Company having suffered very h
both platoon commanders, all non-comn
of men from the shrapnel fire were all
_ At daylight on the 26th a mist
which now returned reported the Gers

382

bursts on €l

=
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and three hundred _yards distant to the north and overl
and ﬁ_fg't flank of the Battalion. ;
the 118 - had been heard from the two Monmouth pla
As not0¢ time Lieutenant A. W. Nesbitt wa
B ) Jor T s Passing the building neas
point 9/ possible, the reason. Passing the building nez
scovels 1 B e found several wounded Canadians and
the sketch P2 ‘behind it. These stated that they had rec
8 atta'l,ilonlerﬁgth: olther t;uilding about fifteen yards dist:
i:;naslg(ing for an officer to go over. They had calle
o you? ~and received the answer “ Monmouths.
had, however, ventured to leave the shelter of the
here was swept by rifle-fire. ~ On hearing th
pimself shouted, but received no reply. T
eft the building and advanced to a ga]p in
time a gate had opened on to the road. Just
lintered one of the gate-posts, so he t
At this point he was within a few yards of
chouted, asking if they were Monmouths, a
come across.” He thereupon left the h
the corner of the building and was met by
prisoner.  Private J. W. Bowman of C G
a short distance behind, succeeded in makir
what had occurred. It was afterwards asce
having advanced during the night, had
before dawn. : G
It was now about 4 a.m. and the
be advancing. The position was very St
Company was at that moment found to I
followed and brought up into action again €
which had suffered very severely during the nigl
vl msages duing th nigh, however, ok
As the light v % et
ecmans op 11> grew stronger Lieutenant Mo
P e on the roof of one of the farm buildings
ull o ere promptly shot and it was then found tha
Were ﬁrinl’mans. There was no time to deal wit
buildings - :t. a continuous stream of German
Which yq afn into an orchard less than a hund
Tilway 5 ull of them; many were carrying timbe
Woundeq oPeTS.  The fire from the buildings
_ the machine gunners save Lie
Wt bag » il latten who, however, continued f
As the C,a“ the belts were used up.
¢rman Infantry appeared through




on in a thick line, firing from the 3
“ British and Suffolks,” and on the ,

own men.” In consequence of this the
but then opened in full again. In the centre and to
they were stopped when about fifty yards distant, but ¢
right they turned the flank of the Middlesex. On the le

all the buildings at (8) and (9), and brmigni
enfiladed the lige of the road from there. ‘Irenc
on the left were then reported to have been eva
Germans working round both flanks there was
retirement. At first there was some confusion, b
checked, the men obeying orders with wonderful st
shallow trench about three hundred yards in rear ¢
was halted. There Lieutenant J. R. Brass was ¥
of the heavy fire reorganization was carried out.
became untenable, being commanded by high gro
and a further retirement was ordered by alternats
position about the line of the Hannebeek, which
intervals to cover a more extended front. Froi
was maintained under the cheery advice of
exhorted the men to “aim at the middle b
advance of the Germans was stayed. Though #l
shelled, there were but few casualties. A small
C Company became separated on the right near
and were pressed back to near the Zonnebek
where they encountered a patrol from the 12
London which was holding the new front 1
Captain Veitch, after reporting to the Headqua ters
ordered the £any to fill a gap existing on the right,
P. Kirkup then went forward to lead the remainder ¢
into this position; the movement was carried out |
without pursuit, and some shallow lengths of trench,
on the right of the 12th County of London were oce
appeared to be a gap to the right again of these, but t
ally filled by a Battalion of the Rifle Brigade whic
appeared, was taken to be Germans and fired on by
until a message was semaphored : “ Cease fire, Rifle
Although a heavy bombardment lasted on and off
26th, the farms and cottages immediately behind receis
tion of “ woolly bears,” and there was considerable snig
but few casualties, though all were too exhausted to atty
the trenches. :
Now that the actual pressure of the German a
hunger and thirst began to make themselves felt, and 1
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was obtained, in spite of snipers, from sc
supply (;felv:i?ltgf there was no prospect of any food. 5S¢
houses % U moments’ sleep, lying on the bundles of t
angllianed the bottom of the trenches, but there was ng
which, .
in ther attempts- about to be sent back to the Bri

sage was : . ;

A??a.?n. on the 27th information was ree
fetﬁea line was to be relieved before dawn |
0 ¢

). Shortly afterwards it arrived.,l)h d
{ unate enough to be holding the
o(i;t of the trenches and directed to withdr

reliefs of later days down comr
‘S’ffﬁgegly with this first in the dark hours
when the Battalion stepped out of mere di
on a field track behind, officers and non-
out for any more “8th Durhams ” lesy
Following a track across country
-0ad was reached at a point betwe
Frezenberg, the entrance to the village
of a field-gun with its horses caught by a
Some two or three hundred yards
Colonel Turnbull halted the remnant of k
the wayside trees, for there were still tre
green fields, with here and there a pi
There does not appear to have been any
answered to their names when the roll was
I(Slffute.nant—Colonel J. Turnbull, Captain Gi
Capltal% E. H. Veitch, Lieutenants P. B
B Whall, together with Company Se
misgizamdj- Forrest and one hundred and
R d’lg bOﬂ:lCers and men, mostly from B
ncludin épres,ent- Later on news was recef
ha reacgh c';‘Ptjnn T. A. Bradford and Captain_
A picture €d Vlamertinghe. Whatever emotio
Most of tﬁ(r)stéle reading of such an incident as
o 10 realize ¢ present were much too exhaus
“me |ater a da“Y extent the loss of so manj
Sleep ang i ar(; for the moment overcome '
Te 24th ?h’ the last consumed having be
Steve ” p; 3[f)s little attention was paid 1
<Munition si,a ter a company had been org
ared equally, said amongst oth

t »
aken part in a battle which will

as lhu ave
IS spoken of ”

War
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Then the march to Velorenhoek

3 a.m., a position was taken up in fror
platoons on either side of the road. There were a
old gun-pits which served as dug-outs, and the
Close by the roadside was discovered a pond. °
doubtful cleanliness that there was some hesitat
ally, however, off came puttees and boots and
but washing was confined to these.

The total casualties suffered during the act
officers and 574 warrant officers, non-commission:
killed, wounded or missing. st

That the great sacrifice was not in vain becar
when Lieutenant-General Bulfin, commanding th
placed the following on record : -

“ The greatest possible credit is due to the &
Light Infantry and the small Detachment 1
their flanks turned and being enfiladed, re
beating off all attacks and inflicting he
thereby saved the flank of the 85th Infan

During the course of the war the B
battles and saw many places, but Ypres
in April, 1915, will ever hold the chief p
who survived.

The most immediate needs after a
sleep and food. The latter could not be
Private J]. W. Bowman of C Company, p
of an old campaigner, appeared shortly
taken over bearing bowls of soup and mil
him the soup and he had caught and m
difficult to obtain, for though a few civili
village they had removed the handles of
to replace them. A party set off with all the wate
where it was rumoured there was a well, but &
handed owing to heavy shelling. A battery
provided tea from their own scanty supply.

Although the plateau on which Velorenhe
shelled off and on every day, not a single casualt
cause during the whole of the period spent here.
be largely on account of the charaqteristical]y me
the German system, the plateau being apparently
each receiving its shelling in regular rotation, con
knew when the shelling was due and got upder CC
It was the exception for a dug-out to be hit.
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R ine transport, however, were
eiglrlstwlere only a half-mile west of
heavily shelled cach day, even
were very, Possibly much of this atter
Johnson o immediately in front
vion 10 several casualties amongst th
addlel horses were killed in seven da
;l;rrey (rying time bringing up supplies for
from the quartermaster’s stores in
which they had to pass, was continu
roads, and they had to run the ga
On the 26th the quartermas
which wounded Lieutenant and
mental Quartermaster-Sergeant
Eves (died of wounds), Pioneer
one or two others. Private Hog
only joined the Quartermasters <
a Canadian who had come 1n to bo
of A Company, who was unhu
considerable time. :
The Battalion remained at
employed each night in digging
On the night of April 3oth the p:
but the men were wonderfully
On this day Captain J. Turnbi
Vlamertinghe. #
_ Protection against future
sisted of cotton waste soaked in
In a gauze wrapping, and when in us
but gave no protection for the eyes.
Vel On May 2nd orders were rece
:tmenhoek’ and arrangements Wer:
. A5 p.m. the Germans began a
as‘)}l\'}:_ftll_-east on the line of the |
R “‘:fg?q gases. Dense cloud:
shelle lf e from Velorenhoek, and
g rom 5 to 8 pm. In cons
k acks were repulsed. Witk

a
. ;ﬂu_g-out, but who were ext:
Hory Ues were suffered.  Of th
'S told that the third m

n
numbgm out now; as soon
n er am I;”
?” and was
nother.” The Batt

t el’e’s a
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" - Ypres to a rest camp south
k™ Bl Vpres and the roads
Battalion was unfortunate, losing nine killed gt
one shell whilst passing thrqugh )’pres. VECRS
May 3rd was spent quietly in camp. In the
placed in shelter in dug-outs, for the camp had
shelled each afternoon; however, such was not the ¢
the evening Captain Bradford rejoined with 1
tinghe, and at 8.30 p.m. the Battalion proceeded Wi
marched through Vlamertinghe and Popepn he—
been frequently shelled since the Battalion pas
23rd and were in consequence practically d
about a farm between St. Jan-ter-Biezen ar
at 2 a.m. on May 4th.
The weather now became warm and
agricultural countryside was a welcome co
around Ypres. The few days’ rest here ¥
During the morning of May 4th the
7th Battalion, paraded in a field near t
by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir John F
critical situation had arisen at Ypres du
Germans of poisonous gases; that the
been called upon earlier than had been i
magnificent stand that had been made an
fire. He remarked on the heavy losses sus
and paid a tribute to those who had fallen
The strength of the Battalion was now
ranks, but on May 8th a draft of no less
E_ngland, these including Captain A. N. C
Lieutenants N. Clark, A. M. Gelsthorpe, H. B.
Saint, ]. W. Turnbull and Second-Lieutenants
Burgoyne-Johnson, K. M. Guthrie, W. D. Wal
all from the second line Battalion About the sa
Stewart, Royal Army Medical Corps, who had n
Battalion in the place of Lieutenant Stenhouse, t
relieved by Lieutenant Wilson, Royal Army
Medical Officer.
On the afternoon of May gth the rest came
Battalion proceeded with the Brigade to the
Brandhoek, about midway between Poperinghe
where it bivouacked until the rith, supplying wo
night of the roth for the construction of the defen
bivouac shelters were only made from the bra
weather unsettled and no fires possible during da



SECOND
BATTLE OF YPRES,

ACTION OF
25th 26th April 1915,

o = Germes Attack—1st Phose 2 Jib Apsil
—_— = Do. 20d Phase | th April.

110,000

Scale

-

POSITION ——m __

(154

01?}2"




w3

- w
——uoitisod @ MY

e

000011 WEss

‘s161 v sz sz
40 NOWOY

‘STUAA 40 TILLVE
aNoDIS




<+ Y
+ >

_H

Scale 110,000

7~
YOOQ«' Oy /
¥
7
/
/
/
/
|
|
z
o
F
- Duﬁ_ House
o
5

&
ey

¥

b o'—“}Z"
- A
®

®




