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After the singing of the hymn, “ O God our
Help in ages past,”’ Lord Ravensworth, standing at
the lectern, addressed the congregation. His most
helpful and encouraging words were listened to with
earnest attention. The hymn, ‘‘ For all the Saints
who from their labours rest,”” was sung. The con-
gregation entered into the singing with much feeling
and fervour, and the words of this soul-stirring hymn
came with a new meaning and comfort to many.

¢ The golden evening brightens in the west ;

Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest ;

Sweet is the calm of Paradise the blest.
Alleluia !

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day ;

The Saints triumphant rise in bright array :

The King of Glory passes on His way.

Alleluia !

The Blessing was given by the Bishop of
Richmond, after which was sung the Sevenfold
Amen. The recessional hymn was, ‘‘ Blest Creator of
the Light.”” And so ended the impressive service and
ceremony which was uplifting and inspiring, and
which brought such a message of consolation that will
long live in the memories of those who were present.

* * * * *

The tablet bears the following inscription :—
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To the Glory of God and in Ademory of those
from this Pavish who gave their lives in the Great
Wlar, 19141918,

J. W. Allison.

T. Atkinson.

O. Bainbridge.
W. H. Bainbridge.
J. Barkess.

J. H. Boyd.

J. F. Bright.

H. Coulthard.
H.v Denham.

W. Denham.

H. Dennison.

A. Emerson.

C. J. . W. Eorster.
G. E. Gibbon.
H. Golightly.

G. T. Hayton.

T. W. Hind.

J. Jackson.

J. T. Monkhouse.
J. Pattinson.

A. Raine.

J- G. Raine.

R. R. Ripley.

A. W. Stockdale.
A. W. Tweddle.
J- Vigkers.

H. Wallace.

J. T. Walton.

J. R. Ward.

M. Ward.

I. N. Wearmouth.
A. D. Woodhall.

Erected by the Parishioners.
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Mr. W. R. Ayton kindly fixed the tablet, which
was made by the Bromsgrove Guild.

* * * * *

The sad news that Signaller Joseph William
Rutherford, Royal Garrison Artillery, had died on
service in Germany, was received after the tablet had
been made.

Itord Mavensworth’s Address to the

@ongregation.

We are met here to-day surely on a very solemn
and precious occasion. We have just unveiled a
memorial tablet to those who laid down their lives in
the Great European War, and this has been dedicated
to the glory of God and in everlasting remembrance
of our glorious dead. It has been a very great
privilege to have been asked to unveil this memorial,
and I shall always esteem it as one of the proudest
moments of my life to have been allowed to pay a
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tribute, small though it may be, to those glorious
heroes, who, accounting life a small thing, but
National honour a very big thing, hesitated not for a
moment to make the supreme sacrifice in the
tremendous struggle of Right against Might. Some
of those commemorated here to-day were trained for
this contest in the Park at Ravensworth, and I xnow
of the very great interest my father and mother took
in that camp, how they tried to make things easy for
all concerned, and with what sincere regret and
sympathy they heard of the casualties which were
bound to occur and their abiding affection for all who
had been quartered under the shadow of the Castle.
Though, to my deep and abiding regret, I was not
allowed to go to the Front with my regiment, 1 did
have the honour of serving overseas, and as Adjutant
at Havre of, as Lord Kitchener described it in the
House of Lords, ‘‘the glorious soth Division of
Territorials,”” T met many both of those coming home
who had worthily performed their duty, and also drafts
going out who were only too anxious to prove, as they
did indeed prove, that they were more than ready aui
willing to uphold all the most glorious traditions of
the country we are so proud to call *“ Home.” Let us
for a moment look back upon the wonder of the
magnitude of the task performed by a non-military
nation,
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1. There was first the ‘‘ contemptible little army,’’
and no bitter jibe ever had such an answer, and
our enemies were to find to their cost and amaze-
ment that their mighty hordes were held at bay
by this same contemptible few who never owned
defeat and knew not when they were beaten.

2. The wonderful and magnificent behaviour of our
own Territorials who came forward with
undiminished gallantry and proved themselves
worthy to follow on the splendid tenets of
emulation of all that was held most dear and
cherished most highly by the Regiments they
were associated with.

3. The grand heroism of the new armies, always
associated with the name of Lord Kitchener, the
man of all others most trusted and revered as a
soldier and a man, who with a minimum of
training and a maximum of courage following
in the line of all that was best and most worthy
of emulation, had the high satisfaction of finally
assisting in bringing to a well deserved and
proper termination five terrible years of stress
and conflict.

And so England, so well described by Shake-
speare as ‘‘ a precious stone set in a silver sea,’’ found
herself, and, in union with that glorious Empire
composed of all creeds, nations and languages,
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achieved the seemingly impossible. Practically every
home and family in the land has suffered during
these years of turmoil, and perhaps we are inclined
sometimes to ask in a spirit somewhat akin to bitter-
ness, ‘“ Why was it all allowed t6 happen?’’ Surely
the answer is this. Right must prevail. Nations may
calllupon all the powers of darkness to assist a military
despotism to enforce the will of a tyrannous majority,
and though for a time they may appear to triumph,
yet in the end according to the Eternal fitness of
things Right will always overcome Might. And so
while we very rightly and solemnly mourn for our
glorious dead we still have a very pardonable pride
that they, accounting death a small thing, cheerfully
following the example of their Great Captain of
Salvation, made the supreme sacrifice in the cause of
suffering humanity. And surely we who are left
behind will never allow their glorious memory to grow
dim, but will endeavour, united in the great tie of
brotherhood, to do something worthy of them for the
cause of humanity at large. Let us therefore take as
our motto those splendid words of St. Peter :—

““ Honour all men, Love the Brotherhood,
Fear God, Honour the King.”’

May this memorial be an abiding consolation for
the bereaved, and a glorious inspiration for genera-
tions yet for to come.
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Stanbope Parish  Churel.

ACCOUNT OF THE SERVICE AND CEREMONY

AT THE UNVEILING OF THE

(ar Memorial Tablet

WITH AN ADDRESS BY THE

RIGHT HON. LORD RAVENSWORTH, D.L.
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Ad majorem Det gloriam,
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Btanhope Parish Church
War Memorial.

N the Parish Church, Stanhope, on Wednesday,
June 16th, 1920, the Right Hon. Lord
Ravensworth, D.L., unveiled a beautful

bronze memorial tablet bearing, in raised letters, the
names of thirty-two men from the parish who gave
their lives in the Great War. The tablet is fixed in a
prominent position on a pillar near the South-west
door of the church. The cost of it was borne by
voluntary subscriptions readily and gratefully given.
There was no collecting or canvassing for sub-
scriptions, and there was no committee. A simple
announcement was made in church that it was
proposed to erect such a tablet in memory of the
fallen, and those who were desirous of contributing

towards its cost were asked to sign their names on
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paper sheets provided for the purpose. The whole of
the sum required was soon forthcoming, and the list

was closed.

The Service and Unveiling Ceremony began at
7-0 p.m. The church was full. There were large
numbers of the relatives of the fallen present, and
these were accommodated with seats chiefly in the
nave of the church. Previous to the day of the un-
veiling the relatives received special printed forms of
service, and these were distributed to them, at the
request of the Rector, by Miss H. L.. Robinson. In
addition to the congregation of parishioners there were
present also many Freemasons from different parts of
Durham. The service began with the processional
hymn, ‘“ Hark! the sound of Holy voices.”” The
procession was headed by the cross-bearer (Mr. W.
Bainbridge), then came the full surpliced choir and
the Reverend H. G. H. Shaddick, O.B.E. Next
came the churchwardens (Mr. F. H. Thompson and
Mr. P. Walker) carrying their wands of office, and
then followed Lord Ravensworth and the Bishop of
Richmond (the Right Reverend F. ¢. Kilner, D.D.),
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Rector of Stanhope.  Miss M. Graham presided at

the organ.

Evensong was conducted, and included the
Psalm g1 and the Special Lessons, Wisdom iii. 1—7,
and 2 Timothy iv. 1—g. The choir rendered Stainer’s
Anthem : —

“What are these? These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes and made them white in the Blood
of the Lamb. . . . They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the
sun light on them, nor any heat ; for the Lamb
which is in the midst of the Throne shall feed
them and lead them unto living fountains of
water ; and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes.”—(Rev. vii. 13—17).

The singing in the service was devotional and

inspiring.
* * * *

After the anthem, Lord Ravensworth (who
occupied a seat next to the Rector’s stall in the
chancel) was conducted by the clergy and church-
wardens to the memorial tablet which he unveiled with

these words :—
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“I hereby unveil this Tablet erected by the
Parishioners of Stanhope, to the Glory of God,
and in Memory of those from this Parish who
gave their lives in the Great War, 1914-1918.”

The Bishop then Dedicated the tablet with the

following words :—

“In the Faith of Jesus Christ we dedicate
this Tablet to the Glory of God and in Memory
of those whose names are inscribed thereon; in
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. Amen.”

This prayer was then offered : —

“ Blessed be Thy Name O Lord God, that
it hath pleased Thee by Thy good Spirit to put
it into the hearts of Thy servants in this Parish
to offer this Memorial Gift to Thy Honour and
Worship.  Bless, O Lord, them, their families
and substance, and accept the work of their
hands.  Remember them concerning this, wipe
not out this kindness that they have showed for
the house of their God and the offices thereof ;
to the Glory of Thy Blessed Name ; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”’

[For the ceremony the tablet was surmounted

with a wreath of laurel.




