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The Edlingham War Memorial Tablets by Pegqy Maunder

| Located on the north wall of the aisle of Edlingham Church is a
prominent grey stone tablet with scarlet lettering commemorating the
fallen and also those who served in the Great War of 1914 to 1919.
Sadly, the names on this memorial now mean very little to most of the
visitors to the Church. It could be said that, whilst their names are
remembered, the actual people are now largely forgotten. It was with
the aim of resurrecting and refreshing the memory of these gallant
men that I began an ongoing research project into the history of both
the memorial tablet and the men mentioned on it. The research also
includes another tablet located on the north wall of the chancel which
was dedicated at the same time and which commemorates one indi-
vidual (see photographs).

The dedication of the two tablets took place on Saturday, 24 April
1920 in front of a large congregation of local people and relatives of
the men remembered. The service was conducted by the Vicar of
Edlingham, the Rev. WF McCracken who offered ‘prayers suitable to
the occasion” and a lesson was read by the Rev. LV Wilkinson. The
dedication was made by Canon RR Mangin, the Rural Dean, who
paid ‘a glowing tribute to the memory of the fallen’ as part of his ad-
dress based on the text ‘A good soldier of Christ Jesus’ (2 Tim, ii, 3). The village school children formed the
choir and it is reported that ‘they sang the hymns most sweetly’.

In keeping with many parts of the Country; local people had felt the need to erect such a memorial; it is es-

timated that some fifty to sixty thousand memorials were erected
around this time. Having collected sufficient subscriptions (in fact,
there was a small surplus of £3 10s Op which was afterwards donated
to the Church), the main memorial tablet designed by Messrs. Hicks
and Charlewood of Newcastle was carved on to Yorkshire Robin
Hood’s Bay freestone by Messrs Thomas Watson and Son of Alnwick.
The unanimous desire of the general body of the parishioners was that
the tablet be erected on the north wall of their ancient Parish Church.
The tablet lists the names of 8 men who fell and a further 18 who are
recorded as serving. Careful scrutiny of the latter list shows five in-
stances where the wrong initials or incorrect spelling of surnames oc-
curred and were corrected.
The second tablet, located in the chancel, is made of statuary marble,
bordered by dove marble, and was designed and executed by Messrs.
Gaffin & Co. of Regent Street, London. Bearing the crest of the North-
umberland Fusiliers, it remembers Dudley Francis De Crespigny
Buckle who died of his wounds at Bolton Hall on 24 April 1919 and is
buried at Bolton Chapel. He was the son of Col. and Mrs Buckle of
Hingham in Norfolk and grandson of the Rev. Matthew Buckle, a vicar
of Edlingham from 1839 to 1893.

The following details have so far been discovered about the eight men recorded as fallen on the main me-
morial tablet:

George Calder ~ sometimes mistakenly thought to have been born and buried at Whittingham, Northum-
berland, George was in fact born in June 1889 at Whittingehame near Haddington in the parish of Traprain,
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East Lothian. He was brought up by his mother, Mary, grandmother, Alison, and his uncles and aunts at
Drem Farm, Athelstaneford. By the age of 11, he was living with his mother and step-father, Alexander Bis-
set, a ploughman, and his half-brothers and sister at East Bearford near Haddington. Aged 23, he took up
employment with Sir Stephen Aitchison at his newly-acquired Lemmington Hall near Edlingham as a gar-
dener. Sir Stephen had bought the estate from the liquidators of WH Pawson of Shawdon in 1913 and was
embarking on a major restoration of the ruined hall and gardens. By 1916, Sir Stephen had transformed the
ruins into a fully restored home and was able to take up permanent residence with his wife, Alice Mary,
daughter of the founder of Walter Wilsons, the grocery chain. By this time, George had left his employment
as he had enlisted at Alnwick on 6 December 1915 and officially entered army service on 8 February 1916.
He was now 5" 9” tall and weighed 169 Ibs. After barely 5 month’s training, he embarked at Folkestone on
10 July 1916 and joined the 1st Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders on 23 July. On 18 August, just five
weeks after landing in France, he was seriously wounded during the Battle of the Somme and sent to a hos-
pital near Northampton to recover. Back in France by 24 March 1917, he joined the 1st/6th Battalion of the
Gordon Highlanders on 14 April. He was badly wounded in the right thigh 9 days later during the Battle of
Arras. Repatriated on the same hospital ship as for his first wound, the ‘Jan Breydel’, he was admitted to
the military hospital at Duston, near Northampton and died there on 18 May 1917 due to gas gangrene in-
fecting his wounds. His coffin arrived at East Linton railway station on 21 May 1917 and was met and es-
corted by a detachment of the Machine Gun Corps who fired a three volley salute over his grave in Whit-
tingehame churchyard.

Robert James Harvey — was born at Lucker in 1885 to Thomas Harvey and his wife Jane (nee Logan).
Robert moved to Hoppen when aged 6 and by the time he was 16, the family were living at Crawley Farm,
Eglingham where Robert worked as a hind. In 1916, at the age of 31, Robert married Rosanna Wealleans
who was born in Whittingham. They had no children. Robert enlisted at Alnwick and was posted to the 1st
Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment which needed replacements for men lost in the war. As part of
the British First Army, the Battalion had to face a strong German offensive known as ‘Operation Georgette’
which commenced on 9 April 1918 south of Armentieres. By the next day, Robert had died of the wounds
suffered in the intense artillery bombardment. He is remembered on the memorial at Tyne Cot Cemetery.
Rosanna received the news of her husband’s death at home in Edlingham. She never remarried but lived on
to the age of 78.

Walter Inglis — was born on 24 May 1895 and named after his father, a shepherd who originated from
Scotland; his mother was Isabella (nee Grey). His elder brother, William, was born at Lemmington near
Edlingham but by the time Walter was five, the family were living at Skirlnaked near Ilderton. Walter
joined the Army Reserve on 27 January 1916 but was not sent to France until 30 October 1917 where he
joined the Anson Battalion of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve on 21 November. At that time, the dire
shortage of fighting men meant that many naval personnel were also fighting as infantry. Walter’s unit
formed part of the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. The conditions in the trenches fostered feet problems and
Walter suffered from these so one month later he was withdrawn from the front line to recover. By 4 Febru-
ary 1918, Walter was back with ‘C’ Company, 10th Platoon, Anson Battalion. In March, the Germans com-
menced their spring offensive which made full use of the extra troops released from the East following the
collapse of Russia. The British were driven back over nearly all the hard-gained ground of the previous four
years; a time when Haig issued his famous “backs to the wall’ order and the war on the Western Front was
very nearly lost. Though the Germans were finally halted near Amiens, this came too late for Walter Inglis.
He was posted ‘missing, assumed killed in action” and subsequently ‘discharged dead” on 9 April 1918. The
sad news was brought to his distraught mother who was living at Oxenheugh Cottage, Alnwick Moor. He
is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial in France.

William Nairn — was the second son of Peter Nairn and his wife Mary Ann (nee Mordue), born at Ash-
ington in 1892. By the time William was nine, the family, including his elder brother George and two sisters,
were living in Amble. William’s father, Peter, a coal miner and stonemason, had been born in Embleton. His
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maternal grandfather, also called William, had once been a licensed victualler at the Fox and Hounds Inn in
Amble. William enlisted at Alnwick at the beginning of the war in August 1914 and joined the newly formed
1st/7th Battalion (Territorials) of the Northumberland Fusiliers; part of the famous 50th Northumberland Di-
vision. Completing his training, William arrived in France on 21 April 1915 just in time to be rushed to the
front to take part in the second Battle of Ypres. This was the battle in which the Germans first used poison
gas; 160 tons of chlorine gas was released on the first day of the battle alone. The British were to suffer almost
twice as many casualties as the Germans in this fight, principally due to their unpreparedness for this type of
warfare. In their attack, the Germans gained over 3 miles of ground in the St. Julien sector to the north of
Ypres and one of the casualties on the British side was William Nairn. He was posted ‘killed in action” on 26
April 1915, five days after arriving on the Continent. His remains were never found and identified and there-
fore he is remembered with the other ‘missing’ on the Menin Gate in Ypres. William’s connection to Edling-
ham is not yet clear but his mother may have been related to the long-established Mordue family that lived in
Edlingham at the time.

John Nairn — is currently a bit of a mystery person. I have yet to discover a listed fatality that may be the
person remembered on the memorial tablet at Edlingham. He does not seem to have been a member of Wil-
liam Nairn’s immediate family but perhaps he was a more distant relative? Given that even William Nairn's
direct connection with Edlingham has yet to be satisfactorily established, any information about Nairn rela-
tives in this area would be appreciated.

Adam Pringle — was probably born at Newtown Farm, Edlingham around the latter part of 1896. His fa-
ther, also Adam, and mother, Ann, were of Scottish extraction and Adam was the youngest child in a large
family. Adam’s father farmed Newtown at the time and later farmed at Castle Farm in Whittingham. Adam
enlisted at Newcastle-upon Tyne into the Royal Army Service Corps and was posted to the 2nd Water Tank
Company. This involved transporting containers of water, often over exposed ground, on their backs, to the
thirsty fighting men in the trenches. Waste was usually carried on the return journeys to try to keep the front
line reasonably sanitary! Adam’s Company was part of the 14th Divisional Train supporting the 14th Division
in General Gough's Fifth Army. On 21 March 1918, 65 German Divisions launched surprise attacks against the
British Fifth and Third armies, using new ‘storm trooper’ tactics and huge concentrations of manpower re-
leased from the collapsed Russian front. The Fifth Army was overwhelmed and forced into rapid retreat but
individual pockets held out, giving others a chance to reform and eventually slow down the German advance
in front of Amiens. Adam’s supply unit undoubtedly would have been one of the rear formations attacked by
the Germans before they had an opportunity to withdraw. Adam was posted as ‘killed.in action’ on 22 March
1918, the second day of the German offensive. He is buried at the Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension
(Nord). Besides being on the memorial at Edlingham, he is also remembered in St. Bartholomew’s, Whitting-
ham; in the Whittingham Memorial Hall, as well as mentioned on the headstone of the grave of his parents
and elder sister, Jessie, at Whittingham.

George Young Thompson — was born in October 1895 at Horncliffe, near Norham; the son of Thomas Y.
Thompson and Jane Patterson Thompson. His father was a market gardener who originally came from Eg-
lingham. At the age of 5, George was living with his family in Mr Gauld’s garden house at Horncliffe. Trag-
edy hit the family only one year later when his six month old brother died on 5 January 1902 and was shortly
followed by his father who died on 28 January 1902, aged only 36. George arrived in France on 31 December
1915 as a member of the 6th Battalion, King’s Own Scottish Borderers; a part of the 9th Scottish Division.
Whilst his unit successfully took Bernafray Wood on the second day of the Battle of the Somme, George is
likely to have received his serious wounds in the subsequent battle for the Bazentin Ridge, probably during
the ferocious dawn attack on the Longueval Redoubt. Repatriated to England, George was sent to a military
hospital in Liverpool for further treatment but succumbed to his injuries dying on 4 August 1916; exactly 2
years after the conflict began. He was buried in Norham churchyard and is remembered not only on the
Edlingham tablet but also on the metal plaque within St. Bartholomew’s, Whittingham. His connection with
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both these villages has yet to be established although there have been Thompsons connected with both these
places in the past and present who may be related.

George Taylor — son of George Taylbr and Mary Ann (nee Henderson) was born in Alwinton in 1893. His
elder brother, William, was born at Lemmington near Edlingham. By the time he was eight years old, the fam-
ily were living at Snitter where his father was farm steward. George was posted to the 1st Battalion of the
Northamptonshire Regiment, then in desperate need of new recruits, and may well have known Robert Har-
vey, also a Private in this Battalion. When Von Ludendorff’s spring 1918 offensives were finally checked, the
Allies regrouped and launched their own counter-attacks in August. A series of battles took place including
the Battle of the Selle which commenced on 17 October. Tragically, George was killed on the first day of this
battle which ended after a week and made huge gains. Twenty five days after George was killed, the Armi-
stice was signed and the Great War came to an end. He is remembered with honour on the Vis-en-Artois Me-
morial in France. At the time of his death, George’s parents were living at Mount Hooley Farm, Whittingham.

This research project into the Edlingham war memorials has only reached its initial phase and there is a
great deal more that needs to be discovered concerning not only the men who gave their lives but also the oth-
ers who served. The author therefore would appreciate any further information or contributions that may
help to restore the memory of these brave men.

Above and front page: Church of St John the Baptist, Edlingham.






