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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH, 1914.
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HEN the historian has arisen on whom the mantle of the late John Richard Green falls, and the
W Short Story of the British people is continued, one of the days which will certainly be handed
down in the annals of time will be sure to be that misty VWednesday morning-—December 16, 1914
—when the German battleships raided the East Coast towns of the Hartlepools, VWhitby, and
Scarborough. Directly war was proclaimed there were many inhabitants who had measure of
the foe, and faced the facts, and they were convinced of the possibility, indeed of the probability of such a
visit, and when the day arrived and the shells began bursting around them they very quietly stated their
conviction. “MWhat is that?” came the frightened cry of the wife of one of them. “The Germans, lassie,”
was the immediate answer. Some mistook the awful crash of the bursting shells to be terrific claps of
thunder, and one old lady, who was full of fear at the thought, when she heard the truth, expressed the relief
she evidently felt in the words, “ Hey ! Is it only Germans. 1 was frightened it was thunder.” Perhaps the
most reassuring thing to be noted in the incident was the way in which the sturdy east coast folk resumed
their work before the day was half over, quietly realising that with a vindictive enemy like Germany they
must take the risks and be quiet about it. There was no complaint or anxiety expressed in the fact that the
German raiders had by reason of the fog been able to get through the lines of the British squadron. They
had confidence in the pluck and watchfulness of the men who manned the navy, and when in due time the
next raid was planned and the raiders were again steaming their fastest to commit another outrage on the
women and children of the coast towns they learned with quiet satisfaction of the collapse of their plans and
the punishment so richly deserved inflicted by the British squadron on that memorable Sunday of January 24th.
From the price the enemy was made to pay and the lesson they were forced to learn—those of them who
survived—it became at once very unlikely that any other attempt would be made even by the Germans. Though
they delight in frightfulness they have learnt in a hard school that the game was not worth the candle.





[image: image3.jpg]Churches, chapels, the public library, public schools, factories, the gas works, private houses, ail paid
the penalty demanded by the ruthless enemy, and many tragic scenes were witnessed, many people losing
their lives. The Hartlepools suffered far more severely than either Scarborough or Whitby, and 119 people
were killed, and over 400 injured, while many more unhurt by the shell have since died from the shock

The public institutions and works hit were St. Hilda's Parish Church, St. Mary’s Roman Catholic
Church, Baptist Chapel, Public Library, Cleveland Hall Prissick Schools, Hart Road Schools, Richardson and
Westgarth's Engineering VWorks, Cement Works. Cleveland Road Tram Station, and Irvine’s Shipyard.

The following vessels in the docks were struck by the German shells: the “ City of Newcastle”’ ; the
S.S. “Firfield,” a new ship; the S.S. “ Sagama River,” a new ship, on which two men were killed: the
‘ Munificent,” a troopship, her messroom steward was killed; the S.S. ““Phoebe,” the second mate was killed
by a piece of shell; and the “Ingrid II.”

Mention should be made of the gallant way in which the Garrison faced their baptism of fire, and
the plucky way in which, from the Battery, under the command of Lieut.-Col. Robson, they returned
the enemy’s fire, inflicting (according to the captain of the “ Blucher ) on board that ill-fated vessel thirty
casualities—ten killed, twenty wounded—and two guns put out of action. The “Von der Tann” suffered
even more severely both in material damage and in killed and wounded; whilst the “ Seydlitz” by no means
escaped punishment. Bravo! Hartlepool.

Then the two light unarmoured cruisers and the submarine, although absolutely outclassed in the matter
of guns, very gallantly put out to sea and did their part in drawing away the enemy’s fire from the town, thus
maintaining the very best traditions of the British navy.

Only those who have gone through such an ordeal can at all realize the coolness and courage of the
inhabitants. Many stayed at the post of duty unmoved by the messengers of death and destruction which
were flying all around them. Prompt action was immediately taken by the authorities in organizing relief and
conveying the injured to a place of safety, whilst the doctors and nurses vied with each other in their desire
to do all that skill and knowledge could do to bring relief to the constant stream of sufferers that were brought
to them for treatment.





[image: image4.jpg]OFFICERS & MEN IN CHARGE OF HARTLEPOOL BATTERIES ON DAY OF BOMBARDMENT.
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[image: image17.jpg]LIST OF KILLED AT WEST HARTLEPOOL.

Arnold, Hannah (Mrs.)
Asquith, William ...
Bell,” Henry Stephen
Brennan Margaret (Mrs.)

Burgon, Robert
Capeling, Nicholas

Caws, Dorothy e
Claude, Alfred Ca[mlle B.
Cook, Robert Wilfred
Cook, Harold .
Cooper, Edward

Corner, Bridget (Mrs.)
Frankland, Catherine
Gray, William

Harrison. Mary Ann (Mrs. )
Henderson, Joseph
Henighan, Margaret
Heslop, Thomas
Highan, Thomas
Hodgson, Sarah (Mrs.)
Hodgson, William...
Horsley, Hilda

Hunter, Margaret Ann (Mrs )

Hunter, Samuel Hall

Jackson, Edith (Mrs.)
Jacobs, Joseph ;
Jobling, Sarah

ses

Age

. 33 ...
i B aew
I
o B2 w
Brookbanks Chas. Abraham

35

. 38
e 25

cee 25 ..
o TZ vy

8 s

ver 10 ...
2 X0 sus

... 4, Dock Street

.. 3, Leeds Street

.. 3, Ballast Hill, Blyth

.. 24, Dene Street

... 45, Turnbull Street

.. 18, Dock Street

.. 19, Brafferton Street

.. 9, Heury Street, H’pool

.. 32, Thirlmere Street

.. 9, Water Street

.. 9, Wood Street. H’pool

47

s L6 s

39 ...
o I3 s
. 22, South Street

Residence

47, Gas Street
22, Town Wall, H’pool
31, Belk Street
53, Belk Street

. 4, Fawcett Street

7, Mill Street

4, Darlington Street,
Hartlepoal

57, Grosvenor Street

11, Gordon Street

40, Turnbull Street

33

2, Exeter Street

11; Bridge Street

1, Alexander Terrace,
Hart Lane

49, Perth Street

32, Belk Street

Jobling, Hannah
Lofthouse, Benjamin
Lynett, James
McGuire, John .
Moon, Julia (Mrs.)...
Mossom, Thomas ...
Nesey, Eleanor 5
Owen, Rose (Mrs.)...
Owen, Mary Ellen ...
Peart, William
Peart, Charles
Phillips, Thomas

Sargmson William
Scarr, Thomasina (Mrs.)
Simmons, Stanley ...
Skelton, Matthew ...
Staunch, John

Stoker, Jane

Swales, Matthew H.
Walker, Albert
Walker, Stanley
Wheelwrlght Bewick
Witty, Stanley

Woods, Josiah .
Woods, Martha Jane

The Jury’s verdict in each case was :—
¢ Killed in time of war by shells fired from German warships off the coast of the Hartlepools,”

Age Residence

4 ... 22, South Street
7 months, 25, Belk Street

... 42 ... 11, Staindrop Street
... 15 ... 58, Cameron Road
... 68 ... 11, Dover Street

. 55 ... 2, St. John Street

6 months, 2, Pilot Street

43 ... 1a, Pilot Street
wew L

5 ... 30, Turnbull Street
2 e

... 16 ... 2, Leeds Street
Reybould, Hannah (Mrs.) ...
... 22 ... 67, Beechwood Road

. 44 ... 1, Richardson Street

36 ... 37, Darlington Terrace

5 ... 22, Campion Street

54 ... 82, Studley Road
. 41 ... 44, Alliance Street,

Hartlepool
. 4I ... "“Ambleside,”
West Hartlepool
. 36 ... 21, Croft Terrace,
Hartlepool

9 ... 14, Turnbull Street
0 s

s 2]
ww E5 i 1,5, South Street
Wilkinson, Laura Annie H.

12 ... 20, Dene Street

... 10 ... 27, Belk Street
. 36 ... 6, Harbour Terrace

B on g3 s
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SOLDIERS.
Corporal Liddle, 18th Batt. Durham L.I.
Lance-Corporal Clark, |, .
Private T. Jones ' '

W L. Turner ’s -
»  W. Rogers " 15
i T. Minks i
Gunner Houston, Durham R. G.A.
- Spence,
Sapper Little, Durham Royal Engineers.
Age Residence
Allen, Annie <. 25 ... 14, Victoria Place
Ambrose, Robert Lumley ..« 33 ... 65, Everard Street
Ashcroft Edwm ... 29 ... 19, Penrith Street
Austrin, Beart Beaumont ... 32 ... 4, May Street
Avery, William Gordon ..+ 49 ... 7. Victoria Place

Backham, Cuthbert John ... 42 ... Darlington Terr.,
West Hartlcpool

Binns, Samuel -+ 68 ... 21,Ramsey St.,W.H’pool

Bunter, James 35 32 e L3, Commer01a1 Street,
Mlddleton

Chappell, William .. 15 ... 18,Slake Tce. Middleton

Churcher, William Hubert 26 ... 29, Clarendon Road.
West Hartlepool

Clark, John ... 54 ... 5, Kinburn Street
Clarke, Charles Stephen .-+ 25 ... 47, Sheriff St., W.H’pool
Cornforth, Charles ... 63 ... 3, Lilly Street
Cornforth, Polly ... v 23 .
Cornforth, Jane Ann bos WP sny By Lilly Street
Cox, Thomas Garbutt ... 26 ... 2, Durham Street
Corner, Annie <.« 37 ... 1, Dock Street
Cook, James ... 37 ... 28, Rokeby Street
Crake, John William ... 15 ... 19, Woods Street
Cressy, Albert Edwin ... 29 ... 48, Turnbull Street,
West Hartlepool
Dixon, George Edward ... I4 ... 30, William Street
Dixon, Margaret Ellen PECT - -
Dixon, Albert G o ys
Dring, George ... 47 ... 30, Elliott Street,
West Hartlepool
Evans, John .- 32 ... 30, Charlotte Street,
West Hartlepool
Geipel, Ethel Mary ... 36 ... 17, Cliffe Terrace
Hamilton, Jessie ... ... 21 ... 50, Malton Street

Harper, Elizabeth Agnes ... 49 ... 4, Mooer Terrace

Harris, Etta
Healey, John

Herbert, Selina o B
Hodgson John . 62 .
Houston, William Stephen 22 .
Hudson, Charles William ... 21 .
Jones, 'l‘heophilus 29
Kay, Annie Mabel ... e 34 .
Kay, Florence Josephine v BB
Lee, Clementina ... 25 .
Lexghton James Shepherd 56 .
Liddle, Alix Oliffe ... s 25 s
Little, 'Samuel - vee 20 ...
Marshall Catherine g B o
Measor, (,hrlstoper .. 10 ...
Minks, Thomas .25 ..
Pearson, John William 25
Ramsey, Charles Leonard C. 37 ...
Redshaw, Margaret Ann 47 ...
Rogers, Walter . 25 ...
Spence, Robert ¢ 192w
Stewart, Stanley s 0
Stringer, Ethel w5 I8 een
Sullivan, Daniel .47 ...
Theaker, Richard ... .23 ...
Turner, Leslie Dobson ¢ 25
Unthank, Frank ... site, T e
Watson, Mary Elizabeth . 40 ...
Wainwright, Freda o TG s
Watt, Amy w22
Wh]tecross Peter . &
Whltecross, John Matthew ... 6 ...
Williams, Ivy ’ 31
Woods, Samuel Norman . 19 ...
Wright, William « Bl wem
Young, Bertie 13 .

Residence

... “Ivyholm,” South Cres.
.. 18, Hart Street

.. 5, William Street.

.. 58; Stephenson Street
=75, Union Road

.. 43, Mary Street

. 44, Ashgrove Avenue,

West Hartlepool

. ““ Rockside,” Cliffe Terr.

. 617Victoria Pl’z;ce
... 16, Clifton Street

Linden Av., Darlington

8, Clyde Street, Jarrow

41, Mary Street

11, Wells Yard

Melbourne House,
Rowlands Gill

. (s.s. Phoebe), o

Robin Hood s Bay
24, Osborne Road,
West Hartlepool
50, Watson Street
South View,
Bishop Auckland
19 Prissick Street

. 20, William Street

10, William Street
3, Harrison Street,
West Hartlepool
63, Turnbull Street,
West Hartlepool
Dalmeny House,
Rowlands Gill
24, Woods Street
164, Hart Rd., H’pool
10, Henry Street
2, Marine Crescent

4 34, William Street

8 Beaconshe]d Square
18, Lumley Street
4, Crook Street

. 7, Princess St. Middleton
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This historic booklet has been re-printed for the first time in
75 years, recording the day when, on Wednesday, 16th December,
1914, German battleships slyly crept out of the early morning mist
to open fire on the slumbering inhabitants of Hartlepool and West
Hartlepool. The first soldier -- Private T. Jones -- to lose his life on
British soil at the outbreak of war, along with 118 other unsus-
pecting souls perished in the Hartlepools that cold, winter’s
mormng as aresult of the cowardly raid. World War I had well and
truly started.
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Re-published by Printability Publishing, Wolviston and printed by Atkinson Print, 11 Lower Church Street, Hartlepool.





