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In Memory of

The Crew of
ickers Armstrong Wellington Mk 1¢ X3171

Failed To Return 01/03/1943

€¢€

wherever and for as long as freedom

ourishes on the earth, the men and women who
possess it will thank them and will say

they did not die in vain.”
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Name Serial # |Rank |Position Age |Nation

David Llewellyn Barley 1337932 |{Sgt |Pilot R.AF.V.R |20 |British |Killed
| William Stanley Gibson 1526809 |Sgt |Navigator R.AF.VR |20 British  |Killed

Joseph Donnelly 132810 P/O |Bomb Aimer IR AAF.V.R |20 British  |Killed
| Thomas Winstanley 134723 P/O |Bomb Aimer R.AF. VR |20 |British |Killed

Dennis Ronald Bending 1197228 |Sgt |Wireless Op/AG  |[RAF.V.R |22 |British |Killed

George Marshall 1096256 |Sgt |Air Gunner R.AFVR |21 British  |Killed

The Accident Account of Wellington X3171

At around 11:00 hours Wellington X3171 took off from Harwell in Berkshire for what is described in official
records as a solo cross-country flight. Little is known about the actual flight except that at 15:00 hours the aircraft

| dived out of cloud into a peat bog and exploded 9 miles north west of Bellingham, Northumberland, killing the
entire crew.

Wreckage was strewn over a wide area of moorland and the aircraft left a large crater in the peat. The incident was
witnessed by a shepherd who had seen the aircraft diving towards the ground and he reported it to the local Royal
Observer Corps near Bellingham at 18:30 hours.

An investigation at the time, without any concrete evidence to work from, assumed that Sgt Barley lost control of
the aircraft in cloud or mist having descended to pinpoint his position. However, the shepherd who saw the aircraft
crash recalled it being on fire in the air prior to impact.

ACIA's excavation of the crash site in October 2005 found evidence that the Wellington struck the ground at a speed
of 240mph on a heading of 110 degrees. On impact the aircraft exploded scattering wreckage for 100 yards and
burying the heavier wreckage to a depth of 15ft.
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03/03/1941
First issued to 23 Maintenance Unit at RAF Aldergrove near Belfast.

20/04/1941
3 Photographic Reconnaissance Unit at RAF Oakington in Cambridgeshire.

22/04/1941
Royal Aircraft Establishment (RAE) based at Farnborough to be fitted with a cine camera for reconnaissance work
with 3 PRU.

30/06/1941
Royal Aircraft Establishment (RAE) based at Farnborough to have the cine camera removed.

21/07/1941
Aeroplane and Armament Experimental Establishment (A&AEE) at RAF Boscombe Down, on detachment from the
RAEF on night photography trials.

26/10/1941
10 Maintenance Unit, at RAF Hullavington.

06/03/1942
15 Operational Training Unit at RAF Harwell.

11/05/1942
Minor accident - repaired by Vickers at Weybridge.

30-31/05/1942
Drafted into front line service to take part on the first 1000 bomber raid to Cologne. Returned unscathed.

01-02/06/1942
Drafted into front line service to take part on the second 1000 bomber raid to Essen. Returned unscathed.

09-10/08/1942
Lost tail gunner (believed baled out) during exercise between Filey and St. Abbs Head.

Name: BIJUR, ROBERT DUFF
Nationality: Canadian

Rank: Sergeant

Regiment/Service: Royal Canadian Air Force
Date of Death: 09/08/1942

Service No: R/104923

Grave/Memorial Ref: Panel 107.

Memorial: RUNNYMEDE MEMORIAL

Runnymede is dedicated to aircrew who have no known grave. There are over 20,000 names inscribed on its walls.

18/08/1942
Minor accident - repaired by Vickers at Weybridge.

01/03/1943
Written off in crash at Comb Moor, Greenhaugh, Northumberland.
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History

The Wellington used a unique geodetic construction designed by the famous Barnes Wallis for airships and used to
build the single-engined Vickers Wellesley bomber. The fuselage was built up from a number of steel channel-
beams that were formed into a large network. This gave the plane tremendous strength because any one of the
stringers could support some of the weight from even the opposite side of the plane. Blowing out one side's beams
would still leave the plane as a whole intact. Wellingtons with huge holes cut out of them continued to return home
when other planes would not have survived.

However, the construction system also had a distinct disadvantage, in that it took considerably longer to complete a
Wellington than for other designs using monocoque construction techniques. Nevertheless, in the late 1930s Vickers
succeeded in building Wellingtons at a rate of one per day at Weybridge and 50 per month at Chester. Peak wartime
production in 1942 saw monthly rates of 70 achieved at Weybridge, 130 at Chester and 102 at Blackpool.

Specification
Mk Ic 2 x Bristol Pegasus X & XVIII air cooled radial engines

Dimensions
Wingspan: 86 feet 2 in (26.27m)
Length: 64 feet 7 in (19.67m)
Height: 17 feet 5 in (5.31m)
Unladen Weight: (Mk I) 18,556 lbs (8415kg)
Laden Weight:(Mk I) 28,500 lbs (12,924.75kg)

; Performance |
Speed: Mk I 235 mph (378.1kmbh) at 15,500 feet (4,724.4m)
Ceiling: 18,000 feet (5486.4m)

, Range: 1,540 miles (2,478.3km)

Armament
Nose: 2 x .303
Beam: 2 x .303
Tail: 4 x .303 :
Bombload: 4,500 Ibs (2040.75kg)





[image: image6.jpg]#ir Crosl Tnvest

The Air Crash Investigation & Archaeology group (ACIA) is an amateur aviation archaeology/research group
comprising of members based throughout the north of the United Kingdom. Their aim 1s to accurately document and
locate the remains of crashed aircraft of all eras in Northern England and Southern Scotland and to publish their finds
on their web site at www.acia.co.uk.

For the past ten years ACTA member Jim Corbett has been documenting the crashes which have occurred in North
Tynedale and Redesdale, Northumberland, one of these aircraft is Wellington X3 171.

Witness accounts, both first and second hand, gathered during the process of these enquiries have revealed
inconsistencies with the RAF investigation carried out at the time. It is for this reason that efforts were stepped up to
not only locate the crash site of X3171, but to also carry out a detailed excavation in an effort to find evidence which
may help establish the cause of the accident.

A combined search spanning twenty years, involving Charlie Johnson of the North East Aircraft Museum and Jim
Corbett of ACIA, resulted in the crash site being discovered in October 2004. The crash site is on land forming part
of Comb Moor, now part of Kielder Forest. Although the primary aim of the investigation is to establish the cause of
the accident, it is planned that the items recovered from the excavation will go on public display with the North East
Aircraft Museum at Sunderland and honour the fallen with a memorial.

ACIA would like to thank the following
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Ministry of Defence
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Scott McIntosh

Neil Anderson -

Chris Johnson from the North East Aircraft Museum

For more information logon to www.acia.co.uk
Items from this excavation will be put on display at the
North East Aircraft Museum www.neam.org.uk






