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The following poem by G. Middlemiss was printed in Durham County Advertiser 02/05/1921 

Lines suggested by Brancepeth War Memorial.

Stately there rises near St. Brandon’s ancient pile
A shapely cross of deftly sculptured stone
Aloft it holds the symbol of salvation, 
Pointing to Heaven, the Saint’s eternal home. 

To those who fearless fought and died to save us, 
We dedicate this token of our love; 
A tribute, and in memory of their passing, 
Them humbly kneeling, yield our heroes to our God. 

From Him they came, to Him they have returned; 
But, echoing Celestial Courts along, 
There comes to us the strains of angel music, 
And we hear the victor’s welcome, the father’s glad “Well done”. 

Our loss, their gain, why longer stand here weeping? 
Their noble deaths most clearly point the way. 
We, too, must take, if we would win to glory, 
And live forever with them in the light of Heaven’s bright day. 
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