An extract from Framwellgate Moor by George Brown

Armistice Day 
Remembrance Services. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before joining the British Legion in 1927 I was a member of the Ex Servicemen's Association, (the D.S.S.A.) the Discharged Soldiers and Sailors Association, its badge was a small maple leaf enamelled. 
On each anniversary of the signing of the armistice, November 11th 1918, a remembrance service has been held in St. Aidan's church, and it was, and still is the procedure of ex-servicemen to parade and attend. 
When the British Legion was formed they secured the Old Band Hut situated in the field behind the "Iron Gate" which I describe in the layout of the village. 
The "Armistice" parade took on a special feature, for the now named "Remembrance Service and Parade". In those far away days, the ex-servicemen whether members of the British Legion or not, assembled at the Legion hut, formed into lines of three and headed by the chairman Mr. Wilson Minns (the schoolmaster) and Mr. G. Whitfield carrying the British Legion standard, proceeded on a route march via Pity Me, Old Pit and on to the Salutation Corner at Framwellgate Moor, a distance well over two miles. 
The company would march at ease until it reached the first house in Pity Me, then would march in orderly fashion until it reached Pity Me Institute, then it would halt, while the chairman and a member carrying a wreath of poppies, would leave the party and go into the Pity Me Reading Room and Institute, and lay the wreath on the war memorial tablet which was erected inside, on rejoining the party, the march would proceed, to the crossroads then turn right and along Henderson's Lane (now named Abbey Road), to the "Old Pit", again in marching order along the dwellings at Old Pit, then at ease along the "Old Pit" lane; on reaching the Salutation Inn crossroads, there would be waiting the St. Aidan's C.L.B. company under the direction of Captain H.C. Ferens and members of the parish council, lined up to receive the party, as many as fifty and sixty strong. 
A short rest is taken here, on the march is timed so as to allow the full parade headed by the C.L.B. band to march, from the Salutation corner to the St. Aidan's church for 10.30 am. service. There the service is held and wreaths are laid on behalf of several organisations, and individual families. 
This same procedure was carried out for about eight years. Mr. Wilson Minns the chairman leaves, and is followed by Mr. J. Mulgrew one year and Mr. Andrew Groves the next two years. Pity Me Institute is turned into a social service centre and after only one year's activities, is suddenly damaged by fire. Over those eight years, we never had a wet morning.
Age creeps on for some, others die off, and the journey becomes too great a strain, for those who are willing, so the route march ends, and in 1937 the "Pity Me Remembrance Service" takes shape in other form. Rev. H.L. Neat the curate of St. Aidan’s conducts a short service, in the social service centre. The CLB and its band heads the parade from the Legion hut down to Pity Me, for the service. 
In 1938 Rev. H.L. Neat was not available, so I was asked to take the service; since then no one else has ever been considered and as I write this I have had the privilege and proud distinction of holding this service for the 34th time, I claim to be a proud and honoured servant, in being able to carry out these duties. There are rumours afloat that by next year comes around, the building may be pulled down, so the memorial tablet may be somewhere else. 
During the year, the parade has changed. The C.L.B. under the command of Captain H Tate, (a veteran member of the Legion), continued to parade and march from the Legion headquarters, and by 1950 the women's section had been formed, Mrs. A. Field was the standard bearer, there was a time when Mr. and Mrs. A. Field, and Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Cunningham carried the standards. Numbers attending were getting less, and a Training Corps was being added to the C.L.B. company, and it was decided that marching to Pity Me, then returning to the Salutation Inn crossroads, joining the main parade, then going on to St. Aidan's church, and after the service, return to the Salutation Inn crossroads, before being dismissed, was asking too much of the youngsters. 
Mr. W. Hudspeth was the chairman and attended up to 1958, and has been followed by Mr. J H. Barker, the present chairman. The procedure for the past few years, has been that those who wish to attend, now find their own way there, the bugler from the C.L.B continue to be present, and sound the "Last Past" and "Reveille". For the last ten years, Mrs. E. Allison has been the scripture reader for the service, each year I read the names of those who gave their lives in both world wars (and resided in the parish); each of them I knew personally, several were my schoolboy and work mates, one Isaac Golightly was my cousin. 

The full list of names are: 1914-18 
L hand column J. Ayre; H. Barrasford; T. Barrasford; E. Barre n; H. Brown; G. Bilton; J.H Coldwell; A.G. Clement; D. Cussins; E. Cussins; W. Cussins; G.A. Cresswell; J. Davison; R. Davison; G. Dobison No. 1; G. Dobison No. 2; T. Exley; I. Golightly; J. Hughes; L. Hudspeth; G. Huntington; A. Hope.
R hand column M. Hann; H Hodgson; J Kingsley; J.R. Knox; T. Luke; J.H. McGregor; W. McGregor; C. Moore; W Newby; G. Parkin; W. Ramshaw; J. Raven; R. Straughair; T. Snaith; W Sayers; J. Taylor; W Underwood; R.E. Whitelaw; G.B. Worthy; J. Woodcock; A. Wilson; R. Wilson; J. Wade. 
1939-45 
N. Bowran; A.W. Cooke; W. Cummings; F. Dryden; P. Grant; A. Henderson; G. Hopkins; C.D. Lamb; J. Myers; T. Richardson; W. Rowe; P. Runciman; T.W. Salmon; H.F. Taylor; A.S. Telford; R. Younger.

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them." 

At the Social Service Centre, Pity Me, on stone lintel above the dust, reads "Jubilee Reading Room and Institute and Sunday School". 1897. The Roll of Honour Tablet bears 22 names as follows, who fell 1914-18; also there are 89 names of men from Pity Me: Old Pit: Low Moor and Brasside who served. 1914-18. 
No second world names appear. 
G. Cresswell; A.C. Clement; T. Exley; I. Golightly; J. Hughes; L. Hudspeth; G. Huntington; A. Hope; J. Kingsley; J.R. Knox; T. Luke; W. McGregor; W. Newby; W. Ramshaw; R. Straughair; T. Snaith; J.W. Taylor; W. Underwood; J. Woodcock; R. Wilson; G R Worthy; R.E. Whitelaw 

During the years the standards have been carried by: Mr. and Mrs. A. Field, Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Cunningham, Mr. G. Whitfield, Mr. J. Pope, Mr. C. Dent, Mr. N. Fisher, Mr. I. White.

As I said previously, ever since the first Remembrance Day, the service has been held in St. Aidan's church, ex-servicemen parade at the Salutation crossroads, and have been joined by members of the Parish Council. and members from various organisations of the village. Always headed by the C.L.B. Company and its band, over all the years it has been commanded by Captain, later Major and now Col. H.C. Ferens, who also has read the scripture lessons. Captain H. Tate, Major R. Richardson and Captain Holmes have assisted over the period.
The services have been conducted by the various vicars of the parish namely: Rev. J.A. Cass; Rev. G. Wedgewood. Rev. A, Herbert; others who have taken part were: Rev. J. Smith, Rev. W.H. Smith, Rev. G.R. Berryman, Rev. T.M. Davison, Rev. A. Barnes and Rev. G, Farleigh. 
Organists were: Mr. F. Miller, Miss E Riches (for 30 years). 
In 1951, a Garden of Remembrance was prepared, when on the plot of ground at the outside of the western wall of the church, was prepared, and members of the public placed small crosses therein. 

Besides attending the services at Pity Me and at St. Aidan, from 1953-60 a non-denominational service, was held in the British Legion headquarters at 8.00 p.m. at each of these I presided, Rev. H Allen and K.D. Beardsley and L. Wyatt were the preachers and Mr. H.C. Ferens the Branch President took part. 
As I write this after the 1971 one, I am the only person alive who has paraded on every occasion since those early days in 1919. And remember with humble pride, and gratitude the honour and privilege, that has been my good fortune. 
In St. Aidan’s church two tablets were erected, by subscriptions from the congregation, and were erected one on each side of the screen erected in front of the choir stalls, on the tablets were the names of the men who fell in 1914-18 war (and 1939-45 war)

It was not until 1957 that the parish council under the chairmanship of Councillor H.G. Robson decided that a similar tablet be erected to remember those who had fallen in the 1939-45 war. A meeting took place when the members of the parish council; the vicar if the St. Cuthbert's (Rev. G.P. Edgewood) and members of the Parochial Council and it was agreed that steps be taken.

The secretary and treasurer to the fund would be Mr. G. Brown. The various organisations in the parish were asked to subscribe, and private donations were received. 

As there was a balance in hand, it was decided an avenue of trees be planted at the entrance of the King George V playing field, which would be completed by the spring of next year.

The tablet was erected with the 16 men's names inscribed to match the two tablets of the 1914-18. Rev. G.P. Wedgewood conducted the remembrance service and the memorial tablet was unveiled by Councillor H.G. Robson. The avenue of trees were planted when the playing fields were completed and a suitable plaque was erected in memory of the fallen men.
