

[image: image4.jpg]12. Soldiers Arranged by Pat Shaw and sponsored by John Wilson in memory
of his Uncle, John Ainsley Ord, killed in a shell attack at ‘Dud Corner’ during
the battle of Loos. The arrangement is a stark blend of white and red.

13. ‘Sure and Stedfast’ Arranged by Cynthia Hardy, this display of flowers in
the colours of the Boys’ Brigade commemorates James Johnson, who was
Headmaster of St James School and Captain of 1st Morpeth Company. He lost
his life on May 15th 1917 and his memorial plague can be seen on the wall
above the display.

14. Down to the Sea in Ships Arranged by Val Pope and sponsored by
Melinda Blackburn in memory of her Grandfather, Able Seaman Sidney Smith
RN, who joined up at the tender age of eighteen; served in the Dardanelles
campaign on HMS Espeigle and survived the war.

15. For the Fallen The large brass memorial plaque on the south wall bears
the names of over two hundred Morpeth men who served during the Great
War. The poppy cross was created by Pat Baker, whose father, Canon F Baker
was a former Rector of Morpeth and served as an Army Chaplain. After the
Vigil on the evening of August 4th the church bell will toll once for each life
that was lost.

16. The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers Two beautiful arrangements by Dorothy
Luke in regimental colours flank the War Memorial plaque in tribute to the
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers {the Northumberland Fusiliers)

Morpeth Antiquarians’ Exhibition An exhibition of items about Morpeth in the
Great War has been generously staged and curated by the Antiquarian
Society . You are more than welcome to attend the Civic service at 10 am on
Sunday and the Vigil service from 10pm-11pm on Monday 4th August.
Refreshments will be available and there will also be a programme of live
music throughout the festival. Please also consider planting a memorial
poppy cross in our Garden of Remembrance on the north lawn. All the
proceeds from this festival weekend will be shared between SSAFA, the Royal
British Legion, Help for Heroes and ABF The Soldiers’ Charity.

MAY THE BLESSING OF LOVE BE UPON YOU
MAY PEACE ABIDE WITH YOU
MAY PEACE ILLUMINATE YOUR HEART
NoOw AND FOREVER MORE
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Entering from the North Porch you will find all the arrangements numbered as
indicated on the list below. The first display is on the right hand side of the Porch.

1 The Black Watch Arranged by Val Pope and sponsored by Clir David Pope in
memory of his Grandfather, William Stark. You will also find here memorial scrolls
for CPL Harry Michie and Private John Michie. All three served with this prestigious
Highland Regiment and all died in action. Go through the glass doors and look to
the right.

2. Women Remembered Created and sponsored by Marjorie Holt, this series of
arrangements on the Font call to mind the contribution made by women during the
Great War, Whether knitting, driving cars and ambulances; working on the land or
in factories and nursing, their quiet courage is remembered and honoured.

3. Peace Trees Arranged by Pauline Young and sponsored by Richard and Linda
Wheatley for their daughter Alison Wheatley and fiancé Damian Murray. White
themed flowers and green foliage signify harmony and peace . Stand at the West
Door and look East towards the High Altar, then walk down the Avenue of
Remembrance and hope that man will learn to live in fellowship and harmony
under God’s care,

4. The Avenue of Remembrance and Pedestals The avenue of white and green
free-standing floor arrangements linking the West end of the church to the High
Altar in the East., were created by Ann Ritson and sponsored by Dorothy Tuley and
Dorothy Stone, On either side of the Communion rails are two pedestal
arrangements in the same colours, created by Simone Costelloe and sponsored by
Pauline and Bob Young. Turn left (north) at the communion rails and look up to the
British Legion flag on the North wall beside the organ.

5. Those Who Serve Two colourful arrangements by Morpeth florist Cynthia Fair
mirror the colours of the Royal British Legion flag and commemorate all who have
served and continue to serve in the Armed Forces. Sponsored by Julia and Valerie
Wood in commemoration of James Pringle Wood (father) who served between
1916- 1918 and Robert Phillip Wood (uncle) who was killed at sea during Naval
service in 1918, Walk through to the Grey Chapel, named for the Honourable
Francis Grey, former Rector of Morpeth and the founder of St James Church.

6. Heaven in the Hell of War Sponsored and arranged by Janice Parks, this
stunning evocation of the horror of conflict is juxtaposed with a beautiful
centrepiece in white which symbolises the promise of peace. The Grey Chapel is
kept as a place for quiet reflection. Please feel free to pause there and perhaps
place a pebble in the water to commemorate someone who is precious to you. Pass
through the small iron gate on your right into the Chancel. The High Altar is on your
left.

7. A Celebration of Life Sponsored and arranged by Pat Baker and Pat Shaw, this
stunning display of glorious white blooms is truly a celebration of life. Notice also
the beautiful embroidered altar frontal and see how the deep red of the
embroidery is mirrored by accents of red in the flowers on the Sanctuary steps.
Turn and face east. On your right hand side is the Bishop’s throne.

8. The War Poets Arranged by Val Pope and sponsored by Judith and Stuart
Michie in memory of George Stawart (Grandfather) and John Michie (Uncle) . The
longing for home and the horrors of the Front in words; possessions and symbolic
flowers represent the tragedy of those who waited for loved ones who did not
return. With deepest gratitude to poets Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfrid Gwen.

9. Oh, to be in England Arranged and sponsored by Jean Mills and inspired by
Rupert Brooke’s ‘The Soldier’ and Robert Browning’s ‘Home Thoughts from
Abroad’, imagine tea in an English garden; a young University undergraduate and
preparations for a poignant farewell.

10. Roses of Picardy Arranged and sponsored by Dorothy Glass, this beautiful
collection of bouguets, posies, blooms and nosegays of sweet roses pays tribute to
one of the most popular songs of the Great War. Noticed the subtle use of scent,
colour and textures in this astonishingly elegant example of floral art.

11. War Horse Arranged and sponsored by Val Pope as a tribute to the real ‘War
Horse’—a charger called ‘Warrior’ and his rider General Jack Seely. “His escapes
were quite wonderful. Again and again he survived when death seemed certain and
indeed, befell all his neighbours. It was not all hazard; sometimes it was due to his
intelligence. | have seen him, even when a shell has burst within a few feet, stand
still without a tremor — just turn his head and, unconcerned, look at the smoke of
the burst.” Warrior survived. Eight million horses and mules did not.

Walk down through the choir and turn left.



