NORTH EAST WAR MEMORIALS PROJECT
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Contact address: Mrs. Janet Brown, Bilsdale, Ulgham, Morpeth, NE61 3AR


The following information has been extracted from a booklet called:  
Huntings of Newcastle upon Tyne.  
which was kindly lent to this project by Colin Douglas. 
“This History & Fleet List is published by Hunting and Son, Ltd., Shipowners and Ship managers, Milburn House, Newcastle upon Tyne., 1 , in collaboration with the World Ship Society, 10 Romney Avenue, Kendal, and is based on information in the Society’s Central record of Shipping Information”. 
------------------------------------- 
The firm of Hunting and Son were the managers in each case. 
The firm started as Hunting Co. Ltd. but changed to Hunting and Son Ltd. in 1926. 
-------------------------------------  
S.S. “CREOFIELD” (1936-1940).  
  
Tank Steamer.  161078, 838g, 358n 

 85 x 31 x 14 feet.  Triple-expansion 3-cylinder engines of 166 N.H.P. by MacColl & Pollock Ltd., Sunderland;    


speed 9 knots. 

28/11/1928: Launched by the Goole Shipping and Repairing Co. (1927) Ltd., Goole, as Athelstane for the   United Molasses Co. Ltd. 
  
16/1/1936 Purchased by the Field Tank S.S. Co. Ltd.  Renamed Creofield. 

1/2/1940 Lost in North Sea off Yarmouth with all hands while on a voyage from Southend to Middlesbrough.   Believed mined. (British Vessels Lost at Sea states “Cause unknown”). 
-------------------------------------  

M.V. “TYNEFIELD” 1925-1942.  

Motor tanker, 149405, 5856g, 3474n, 8930d, 395 x 54 x 32 feet, Two-stroke-cycle single-acting oil engines of   640 N.H.P. by Wm. Doxford & Sons Ltd.  Speed 10 knots. 
  
30/11/1925: Launched by Sir James Laing & Sons Ltd. For the Hunting S.S. Co. (1919) Ltd.  

  
25/2/1941.  Damaged by bombs at Tobruk. 

5/10/1941  Mined and broke in two in the Suez Canal with the loss of seven lives while on Admiralty Service.    Stern section beached in the Gulf of Suez and manned until 6/6/1942, when it was declared a total loss. 

1953  Wreck purchased by Italian shipbreakers and towed to Savona during November 1953 for demolition.

-------------------------------------  

M.V. “WELLFIELD”  1923-1941.  

Motor Tanker, 148055, 5637g, 3295n, 7770d, 386 x 51 x 31 feet.  Four-stroke-cycle single-acting oil engines of 563 N.H.P. by the N.E. Marine Engineering Co. Ltd. driving two screws.  Speed 11 knots. 

8/12/1923.  Launched by the Tyne Iron S.B. Co. Ltd. for the Field Tank S.S. Co. Ltd., Delivered 11/3/1924, becoming the first motor vessel in the Hunting fleet. 

25/2/1931:  Went aground in the Black Sea, at the entrance to the Bosphorus.  Refloated and brought back to the Tyne for repairs, the opportunity being taken to lengthen her and add another tank. 

7/1/1932.  Reconstruction completed by Smith’s Dock Co., and she became a vessel of 6054g, 3584n, 8910d with dimensions 410 x 51 x 31 feet. 

4/6/1941 Torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine east of Cape Race, in a position 48.34N, 31.34W, while on Admiralty service. 
-------------------------------------  

M.V. “OILFIELD” (II) (1923-1937).  

Tank Steamer, 145529, 5387g, 3063n, 7800d, 365 x 51 x 31 feet.  Two steam turbines of 467 H.P. by the Wallsend Slipway & Eng. Co. ltd., double reduction geared to one shaft. 

1/5/1923.  Launched by the Tyne Iron S.B. Co. Ltd. for the Northern Petroleum Tank S.S. Co. Ltd.  


1932.  Sold to Field Tank S.S. Co. Ltd., 


17/4/1937 Sold to Mid-Atlantic Shipping Co., renamed English Tanker.


7/6/1938.  Badly damaged by air attack in Alicante, while discharging a cargo of oil, during the Spanish Civil War, and abandoned to the underwriters as a total loss. 

1941  Salved by the Spanish Government, renamed Castillo Almenara

1947.  Sold to Cia. Arrendataria del Monopolio des Patroleos, renamed Camposines.  Still operating in 1961. 
-------------------------------------  

M.V. “SYLVAFIELD”  I (1925-1940).  

Motor Tanker, 148136, 5709g, 3392n, 8610d, 395 x 52 x 32 feet.  Two-stroke cycle, single acting oil engines of 640 N.H.P. by Wm. Doxford & Sons Ltd.  Speed 210 knots. 

6/6/1925.  Launched by Sir James Laing & Sons ltd., Sunderland, for the Northern petroleum Tank S.S. Co. 


15/8/1940: Torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine NW of Malin Head in position 56.39N, 11.16W, with the loss of two lives, while on Admiralty service. 
-------------------------------------  
M.V. “DUFFIELD”  (III)   (1938-1941).  

Motor Tanker, 165760, 8516g, 5045n, 12540d, 476 x 62 x 34 feet.  Four-stroke-cycle single-acting oil engines of 653 N.H.P. by Burmeister & Wain..  Speed 13 knots.


29/2/1938.  Launched by the Odense Staalskibsvaerft for the Northern Pteroleum Tank S.S. Co. Ltd.  


8/4/1941  Attacked by a German submarine, while on Admiralty service, S.W. of Madeira in a position 32.00N, 23.24W, but escaped, damaged. 

9/4/1941  Again torpedoed, in a position 31.13N, 23.24W, and sunk with the loss of 25 lives. 
-------------------------------------  

S.S. “GRETAFIELD” (I).  (1928-1940)  

Tank steamer, 149468, 10191g, 6071n, 15760d, 498 x 68 x 37 feet.  Quadruple expansion 4 cylinder engines of 874 N.H.P. by Cammell Laird & Co. Ltd.  Speed 12 knots. 

22/3/1928.  Launched by Cammell, Laird & Co. Ltd., Birkenheads, for the Northern Petroleum Tank S.S. Co. Ltd.  


14/2/1940  Torpedoed by a German submarine west of Wick in a position 58.27N, 02.33W., while on Admiralty service, with the loss of eleven lives.  The wreck drifted ashore at Dunbeath, near Wick, but was a total loss. 
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Permission to photocopy these notes is freely given.  Permission to copy photographs is not given, as copyright rests with those who took them.

